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A VINDICATION of the APPENDIX| 
| to the Uvsz and ABUSE of Divgr- 
SIONS, a Sermon on Luke xix. 13. 


In Anſyer to 


[The REMARKS of an Anonymous Author. | 
| | | | 
| 


„ T ota jube tolli theatra, G. 
| Hoſtes plane ſumus, non generis bumani tamen, ſed| | 
erroris. Tzxrvur. adv. Gentes. | 


By the Rev! GBO NOR AnDeas on V. D. M. 
Author of the Sermon and Appendix 2 


| EDINBURGH: 


Printed by R. FL EUINO, for J. M EVEN, and fold 
at his hop : and at London by J. PEUBERTON, 
at the Golden Buck, over againſt St. Dunſtan's 
Cburcb in Fleetftreet, MpccxxxIII. 
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1k USE the Omiſhon of any 
Epithet which may belong 
© By to you, ſuch as Reverend, &c. 
ES << af becauſe it is eontrary to the 
Rules of Good-breeding, to 
take Notice of any Man who chooſes 
ener to travel or to write incognito. It 
is a Piece of common Civility to return an 
Anſwer to a Letter, eſpecially when it re- 
aquires one, whether it really deſerves it or 
not. And tho yours to me, did not come 
directly to my Hands, perhaps thro the Ne- 
I Þ gligence of the Bearer, I think my ſelf o- 
bliged to anſwer it, in the ſame Manner in 
- Þ which you write, that is, by the Prefs, 
| A 


I 


6% 


1 told you, in my Sermon (a), That i 
cannot have ſo low an Opinion of Man- 
kind, as to perſuade my felf that any Man 
would allow himſelf to live in an habitual 
Breach. of a Law of Gop, and in a conſtant 
| Neglect of any Duty of "bis holy Chriftian 
Profeſſion, and at the ſame Time, enjoy the 
Peace and Approbation of his own Mind, 
if he had not ſome private Principles of his 
own to ſupport him, and to enable him to 
look his Conſcience in the Face. Thiere. 
fore, without the greateſt Injuſtice, and 
without contradicting my on Principles 
I cannot but look upon you to be ſincerely 
of an Opinion different from mine, con- 
cerning the Sinfulneſs of Stage-playc. li 
would be very hard indeed, and exceeding- 
ly unfair, ſhould I refuſe you what I hope 
for from my Superiors. 


Ir may not perhaps be amiſs, to inform} 
you that ſome People are offended with 
me, for ſpeaking of the Government and 
my ſelf in the ſame Sentence, and for ſet: 
ting up my Opinion in the Matter of S:agt 
ors as ſuperior to the Wiſdom of the Na- 
tion, 


(a) P age 7, 


Sc  D 
tion. A Sheet printed in this City, intitled, 
Hints in Defence of dramatical Entertain- 
ment, to me ſeem'd to call upon the civil 
Power, in Defence of the Stage, with fully 


| as much IIl-breeding as Diſcretion, when 


he ſays, that to remonſtrate againſt it, is 
Flying in the Face of the Government, an 
intolerable Rudeneſs, and a Hair. brained 


| Stupidity. The Man was elated, upon a 


Decree obtain'd in the Seſſion of our Sena- 


tors of Juſtice, declaring Revellings and 
Stage-plays lawful Diverſio on. And asI wrote, 


in the Pace of that Decree, with ſuch a 
brisk Accuſer at my Hand, I thovght it 
proper to make the beſt Apology that I 
could, to excuſe my ſelf at their Hands, 


| who look upon the Sentence of a Judge, 


as an Act of the Government. But you, 
Sir, are ſo candid, as to think it no Crime in 


any Man to differ from another in his Opinion; 


or even, for a Subject to differ from his Sove- 


reign. You juſtly give the ſame Freedom to 
others, which you take to your ſelf. And tho' 


I thought that I went far enough in making 
Allowances for the Miſtakes of Men, I find 
you go greater Lengths: But, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, I am perſuaded you exceed in 


your favourable Opinion of Error. | 
A 2 I 
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1 did os 00 F what 1 5500 aid 5 Sa 
#0 Influface upon the Tudgment of any on, 
the worft that I ſhall think of my Readers, 
i, that they are honeſtly, tho' cul pably,” in 
an Error. When I read theſe Words'-of 
yours, T will not ſay that T look upon you 
as boneftly tho culpally in an Error, I com 
fefs I made a Stop, thinking you ſuſpeQed 
my Sincerity ; as if your Meaning had 
been, that you could not ſay that I wa 
boneſily in an Error. | Some People | have 
taken upon them to ſay, that | write againk 
my own Judgment, becauſe ſo much Seve: 
rity doth not agree with my Character and 
military Education. I pra God forgive 
them. But I was glad, bot 0 for your Sake 
and for my own, to find that you intend: 
ed no more by the Expreſſion, than that a 
Man who was honeſtly miſtaken, i was in 1 


Nr at all. 


Hap you remembered chat 1 @ 
e It is impoſſible that [gnorance can always 
excuſe, becauſe if there is any Duty in- 
* cumbent upon us, it is our Duty to xnoy 
by it. All that is required « of 0 as 2h l 


: 7 


00 2 To the Reader. Fage 34: 


* and Chriſtians, we are bound ts under: 
| al ſand,” Our very Ignorance of our Duty 
« js therefore criminal." I ſay, had you 
remembred. and reflected upon this, Iam 
apt to believe you had not found Fault 
with me for placing the Terms, honeftly 
and culpably fo near to one another. Sup» 
| ſe Fornication forbidden by the Gosrets 
ed! (for that is a Matter of Diſpute with ſome) 
ad and that a Man, who hath all requiſite 
Helps to underſtand the Prohibition, ſhould 
velf notwithſtanding be of another Mind, in 
ui ſuch a Caſe, I think his Ignorance was 
e. blameable, I allow the Man is not con- 
na ſoious of any wrong Method he hath taken 
we in diſcovering the Mind of Gon, or of 
ke any Prejudice hindering him to find it out; 
id. but for all that he is not innocent. We 
have a natural Subtility in reaſoning favou- 
1 rebly, of our own Caſe, ſo extreamly fine, 
that it eſcapes our Obſervation. The Heart of 
Aan is deceitful above all Things, for it 
deceives itſelf. Did we know our own Pre- 
115 judices, they would ceaſe to be Prejudices 
in- any more. We would no more ſuffer our 
oy ſelves to be deceived and miſled by them, 
a. than one would allow himſelf to be blind- 
nd tolded, when it was in his Power to re- 
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© move. the Bgndage, or to take a Chance 
inſtead of a Choice. I make no doubt but 
you will allow that the Apoſtle Paul was 
a ſincere, and conſequently, an honeſt Man, in 
even before his Converſion: And yet he da 
lays of himſelf then (d) who was a Blaſ In 
phemer, and a Perſecuter, and injurious, Nor 
But this Blaſphemer, this Perſecuter, this th 
injurious Perſon doth not ſay he was in no Ital 
Fault at all, On the contrary he adds, Nen 
nevertheleſs 1 obtained Mercy, becauſe I did I bre 
it ignorantly, in Unbelief. Had he been Op 
in no Fault at all, he had needed no Mercy; 
For Mercy and Pardon always ſuppoſes a 
previous Crime. His Ignorance and Un- 
belief did not intirely exculpate him; but 
only rendered him a proper Object of the 
Compaſſion and Pardon of his Gop. Ac- 
cording to your Poſition, thoſe that cruci- 
fied the LoR D of Glory, were in no Fault 
at all. And our Loxp's Prayer (e), Father * 
forgive them, for they know not what they © 
do, was wrong worded. For he ſhould 
have rather ſaid, © Father remember that 
& nothing of all this is to be laid to their 
45 N for they know not what they 

do. a 3 


Ly YG | You 
(c 1 Tim. i. 13. (e) Luke Mili. 34. „ 


* 30 
Yo vn Poſition, 15 is not only wrong 
in itſelf, but, in my Opinion, is extreamly 
dangerous, and hath led the Way into much 
Infidelity and Atheiſm. Some Eſprits Forts 


or bold Wits, having got into their Heads, 
that they are accountable only ( if accoun- 


table at all) according to their own Noti- 


ons and Principles, what ever they are at 
preſent, or may happen to be hereafter, all 


Opinions become equally innocent and fate. 


to them, whether Chriſtianity or Infidelity, 
Religion or Atheiſm. 'The Innocence of 
all Errors, upon Suppoſition there is a Gon, 


to whom all Men are accountable, was a 
capital and favourite Opinion of the Au- 
oe of The Grounds and Reaſons of the | 
Chriſtian Religion, and of ſome other un- 
worthy Performances; and which, in his 
Introduction to that Book, he endeavours 
ſtrenuouſly to ſupport. 


his own Sincerity, to my certain Knowledge, 


Upon a Conceit of 


he as little doubted of a'good Reception 
into Heaven (if any ſuch 'Thing was) with 
all his Miſtakes and Errors about him, as 
the moſt orthodox Chriſtian in the World. 
The ſame Notion hath been embraced by 
the Author of Chriſtianity as old ar the 
| Crea- 


C3 
Creation, and is well obſerved and refuted y 
by Mr. Zofier, a Man, if I am not much . 
miſtaken, of n. ſufficiently Latitu- 
dinarian. | | A 


Bs your Scheme, likewiſe, the Feſuites (f) I. 
have run mad in Defence of Ignorance, ye 
They maintain, Firſt, * That it ſeb 50 
« dom or never happens that a Man if z 

6 obliged to prepare himſelf by Grace to 
« get out of his Ignorance. Then they 
& hold there can be no Sin, where there 
«© is no Knowledge of the Deity. And 
ce Laftly, To crown all, they maintain that 
4 not to know there is a Gov, muſt be 

« ofteemed a great Benefit and Favour 
For Sin being eſſentially. an Affront to 
= the Divine Being, take away theKnow 
« Jedge of Gop, and it neceſſarily followsfi 
« there is no Affront, no Sin committed 
and no eternal Puniſhment to be feared? 
1 hope you will not imagine that I imputs 
all theſe Conſequences to you. Gop for 
bid, I ſhould do you ſo much Injuſtice. 
can eaſily believe that you did not foreſet 
them: For they have eſcaped the Obſer 
vatiol 


Y A Parallel of the bod of the Pagans, with ft 
Doctrine of the Jeſuites. a 


" 
vation of many, and in particular, the: Right” 
Reverend the preſent Biſhop of Durham, 

and the Reverend Dr. Sykes, in their 
Anſwers to The Grounds and Reaſons, &c. 
But, Dear Sir, examine your Poſition a 

Y) little better, and I hope God will enable 

e. you to underſtand the Reaſon why the 

eb holy Pſalmift ſays, Who can undenſtand bis 
Errors? Lord cleanſe thou me from ſecres 
to Faults. Pray to Goo to give you bis 

ef Hor r Spirit to lead vou unto the Kno-w- 

"| edge” oa cent — wach, bie 

nd | OS” 

Mos are aivdſod/a ein o Eee lol 
my poor Endeavours to ſerve my Gon 


urn and the Souls of Men, and to ſay, a few 
to Things excepted, you could ſubſcribe my 
W. PeaMox. Theſe Exceptions, I promiſe my 


lelf, cannot be material; for had they been 
pf Importance, your Chriſtian Charity 
ould have prevail'd with your Endeavours 
o have ſet me right. And is not a ſad; 
atter that the faſhionable Folks of this 
Place are as mad as ever upon their Di- 
erfions ? If it were not, that Miniſters of 
he Gospꝝl are obliged to do their Duty and 
xonerate their own Conſciences, they might 
s well holdtheir Peace, as ſpeak: againſt any 
B NY 5 Vice 
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T3). 

Viee that prevails with the politer Part of 
Mankind, and hath once got a Head'of 
all Church Diſcipline. For theſe” think 
themſetves above all miniſterial Admoniti- 
ons, and others follow their Example. 


do no Hurt in their Generation ; and ſeeing 
E have done it to your Satisfaction, 1 hope 
whatever is may do, you will, with the 
Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, regard it in 
your future Converſation. Notions and O- 


pinions fignify nothing, but in ſo far as they 
* and influence our  FraQtice. pero #4 


ans: Sir, if a 1100 who hath the Pros 
ſrority of his Country at Heart, can never 
be too copious and hardly too ſevere upon the 
ſinful} Waſte of Time and Subſtance occafion- 


cd by Diverſions, excnſe me for ſaying that 


you have not acted the Part of a good Pa 
triot or Politician, in making an unſeaſo- 
nable Stand to ſupport the Stage. Had 
miſtaken the Meaning of the Scriptures, 
and miſtaken them honeſtly, anT had others 
as honeſtly followed me in my Miſtake, 
| acgerding to your Principles; the Errot 
could 


have done my beſt to expoſe that deluſory 
Pretence that moſt People make for an idle 
Life, that is, that they are innocent, and 


7 * 3 — : 


6 11 


Could Have hurt none of us, with Reſpect 
to another World; ſeeing he who it ho- 
ik gneſtiy in an Error, is in no Fault at all. 
And the preſent Practice which your Re- 
'b MW marts:tend to incourage, is of Con | 


to many as they are Men, Members of So 
ciety and as Chriſtians. Were this the pro- 
per Place, I could ſhew you that the preat-: 
et Politicians have thought the Theatre 
kurtful to the Common-wealth, and the 
very Bane of Society. 1 conld give you 
Authors of Repute and Credit, both ancieht 
and modern, who have thought the Stage 
rainous to Nations; and ſome particularly; 
who have aſeribed the Ruin of Greece and 
the Fall of the Roman Empire to it. But 
ro- know you'll ſay that this is nothing to 
ver you, who only contend for a well regy« 
— Stage, ſuch as e and nn 

on- never had. 115 


"E'TPES aD.S#- = 


Beronx I enter upon an Examination 
of your Remarks, I find my ſelf obliged to 
\ give an Account of my very ſhort Appen- 
41 ix. My laſt Concluſion, ſuitable to the 
ren Title, is (g), © Seeing all Filthineſs, fooliſh 
wad by Talking and Jeſting is ftill the Practice 


ke, 5 of the Stage; ; and ſecing all Interlndes, 
in B 2 ih, Tra- 
uld r. 57. 


(812) 

7 Tragedies, Comedies, Farces, are com 
++, prehended in the Word Revelling, then 
are they forbidden as ſinful and unchri- 
& ſian. * I Rill think that in the Ma- 
nagement of the Argument, I have put no- 
thing in this Concluſion which was not in 
the Premiſſes. I firſt of all affirm and 
prove, That tho? the Stage were in itſelt the 
moſt innocent and harmleſs Diverſion in 
the World, it may, for the Abuſe of. it 
become the Subject of a Divine Prohibt 
tion. Under which Head, I ſhew that the 
Stage hath been abuſed, and therefore dif. 
couraged by whole Nations; and that it 
continues to be abuſed to this Day. So the 
Caſe hath ſtood for the Space of Two 
thouſand three hundred- Years. And from 
this I argue, That it would be no un- 
reaſonable Hardſhip, nor ſavour too much 
of Severity, if God, foreſeeing the in- 


corrigible Wickedneſs of the Stage, or, at 


leaſt, the hitherto uncorrected Abuſe of the 
Theatre, ſhould have forbidden it altogether 
inthe Gosetr ; and, for Fear of being miſ- 
apprehended, I conclude that Head, and 
put it in [ratick, Such a Prohibition then 
74 wery poſſible. And this Propofition;'Þ __ 
U e is ot Uſe in the Controrerſy. 


ge 


« <3 )) 

Tur Patrons of the Stage, having found 
4000 the primitive Fathers of the Church, 
ſet themſelves ſtrongly againſt the Theatres 
of their Time, bethought themſelves how 
they might evade the Force of their Autho- 
rity'; ſome one Way, and ſome another. 
One pretends that they declaimed againſt it 
becauſe it was idolatrous; another, becauſe 
it was dangerous to new Converts, who 
lived among the Heathens, whoſe Religion + 
they had forſaken. And a Third, beeauſs 
thoſe Diverſions were unſuitable'to the per- 
BW ſccuted State of the Charch of Currsr + 
For theſe and ſuch like Reafons they highly 
he commend | the neceſſary Zeal of thoſe Fa- 
wo thets in running down the Stage-plays of the 
m Heathens. And. yet, at the ſame: Time, 
1n- ſome others of thoſe Protectors of the The- 
ch atre, triumph in the total Silence of the A- 
in- poſtles with regard to dramatical Diverſ;- 
at} ons, which they could not but obſerve while 
he they travelled throngh the World i Exe- 
er © cution of their Apoſtolical Commiſſion.” 
if. Upon this Head Mr. Congreoe firſt and then 
nd our City -hinter, who copies him, hare ſome 
en ladicrous and invidious Things, which - 
thought fit not to mention. Von are pleaſ- 
ed to obſerve; that I turn the Argument a- 
u gainſt 
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14) 
gainſt the 1 (and I think TI do it Juſt 4 1 


ly) and, for that very Reaſon, maintain that Ne 
the Apoſtles neither were, nor could be ſi- N 
lent with regard to the Subject. "a 


An o becauſe Mr. Filmer hath mantain- in 


ed that that Paſſage Zph. v. doth not make wi 
againſt the Heathen Stage, or the Stage of y 

Chriſtians (for I cannot as yet ſay the Chri- 08 
ian Stage) with a ſuitable Sanction; I 405 
thought it well worth my Pains to make dre 
the contrary appear, by putt] ng the Paſlage m5 
in a better Light. And it is to be ſeen (a) or 
that I conclude from it, that the Apoſtle = 
Paul here declares againf the §Stage- play. * 


of the Heathens, and againſt all Stage- 
plays whatever, in which Filthineſs, e Th 
IRS or Jeſting is prattiſed. pas 


 Anvp becauſe this is but a Conſequence, cuſ 
then endeavour to ſhew that the Stage is for 
expreſly forbidden under the Word Revehk Tu 
ling : And if I have endeavoured to give an 
Account of its Signification, it was only to! 
ſhew that it was the Opinion of our Tran. of 
flators, that Stage- plays are forbidden by the 
the Apoſtles Feter and Paul, And my er. 


We in tba 
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I in the Opinion of our Tranſlators, the- 


« Stage is condemned as Heathen and Un- 
« chriſtian? And whether you or they have 
miſtaken the Original, ſhall be confidered 
in its proper Place. And I conclude the 
whole with anſwering ſome Things common- 
ly advanced in Favour of the Stage. Ex- 


(coſe this long Analyſis of a very ſhort Ap- 


pendix. I find that you have miſtaken the 
greater Part of my Argument, and J am a- 


fraid others may have done the like. 1 


thought my Meaning in the whole was in- 


(telligible enough: But I ſee what appears 
plain to one's ſelf, may be obſcure to a- 


nother. I had rather blame myſelf for Want 
of Perſpieuity, than entertain the leaſt 


Thought of your wilful Miſrepreſentations. 


Pardon me for this, if you expect to be ex- 


cuſed for ſome Things in your own Per- 
formance, which might have got a clearer 
Turn, and been put in better Order. 


Bor, Sir, J cannot forbear complaining 
of yon for one Thing which runs through 
the whole Remarks. You imagine that e- 
very Thing I ſay, muſt ſeparately and de- 
monſtratively, make out the laſt Concluſion, 
that the Stage is finful and Unchriſtian. 

And 


We 1 
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Appendix. At this Rate, you would 5 Jul 
cramp and fetter one, that he could not Yo 
move a Step but in Form and Figure, For ae 


my part, I think it is very well, when what | 
a Man ſays hath any Tendeney to facili- 
tate and inforce the Belief of what he pro- Io, 
poſes to perſuade, and when the whole of 45 
the Zhing, put together, bears upon the 
main and ultimate Point. Had I taken Oc- . 
caſion to have given a ſhort Hiſtory of the 43 
Stage, and told you that it made its firſt, 17 

Appearance at Athens in the Days of Solon, uf 
would you preſently come upon me with a 
formidable Hllogiſm: 2 * What was practiſ- 
“ ed at Athens in the Days of Solon muſt 
« be Unchriſtian, but the Stage was firſt 
s practiſed at Athens in the Days of Solon, 
© therefore it is Unchriſtian.“ And tho 
this would be wide enough from the Pur- 
poſe, I do think you are juſt as far from 
the Mark in many of your Obſervations, 
And the two Sy/logiſins (a) which you make 
out of tour Terms, and trom which. you 
make to yourſelf a triumphant Occaſion to 
deny the Concluſions, are put upon me with i 
no Manner of Juſtice in the World, as I. 


ſhall ſhew in the proper Place. 1 do not 
think 


(a) Remarks, Page 15. 


1 
I think that the Title of my Appendiꝝ will 
y juſtify this hard Treatment; for, Swweer Str, 


0 you and every Body knows that a Man 


i 1 ol 


now to come to Particulars, 


ISN with your Remarks upon the firſt 
„part of my Appendix, that is, That the Stage, 


with all poſſible Corrections and Amend- 
ments, may poſſibly become the Subject of 
Ja divine Prohibition. And here yon are 
8 Ip pleaſed to beſtow one of your theatrical 


theatrical Repreſentations, let them be never 
o noble and ſublime, never ſo warm Incen- 
hives to Virtue, never ſo powerful Preſeron” 
tives againft Vice. This is a very ſtrong 
Suppoſition indeed, which makes the Stage, 
improved to the utmoſt, equal, if not ex- 
eed the very preaching of the Gosver, as 
a Means of reforming the World. If: any 
Man can really entertain uch an Opinion of 
a well regulated Stage, and think himſelf 
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and moſt uſetul Deſign, it is my Opinion 


0 
* and Calling whatever, were it even the 


reaching of the Gosrer (for that may be as 
; well 


cannot put every Thing i in a Title-page. And 


Flouriſhes, when you ſay that I forbid all 
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capable of promoting "the ſublime and noble 


that he ſhould. leave every other Buſineſs | 
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1 18 
al done by others) to advance the ori- 
ons Work of dramatical Entertainment. For 
nothing can be of greater Benefit to Man- 
kind than theſe unconceivably warm Incen- 
tives to Virtue, and ſuperlatively powerful 
Preſervatives againſt Vice. He would de- 
ſerve a greater Reward than hath b cen yet 
promiſed for the Diſcovery of the Longi. 
tude. But that the Stage cannot admit of 


ſuch Improvement, I hope, will appear from 


what I have further to Tay on the Subject. 


Bur allowing all this noble, ſublime, 


warm, and powerful Influence of the Stag: 


upon the Morals of mortal Men, yet ſtill it 
may, for the Abuſe of it, poſſibly become 
the Subject of a divine Prohibition. And 
this I think you very near acknowledge 0 

cannot be politive) in your very next Pars. 


graph, which, becauſe to me it appear 


ſomething intricate and perplexed, I take 
tho Liberty to tranſcribe. 


Ar the ſame Time I admit, chit Thing 


< innocent in themſelves may become the 
Subjects of divine Prohibitions; that is, 
c“ where the very De does by a moral Ne. 


66 ceſſity lead into Abuſes; but I have not 
ob· 


- 18. ) 
* obſrv2d any 1 divine moral Precept, 
0 forbidding. the Uſe of Things innocent, 
© merely; becauſe of the Poſſibility of an 
«* Abuſe: In judging of fuch Tendencies, 


e the Scriptures ſhall always be my Rule: 
And it l there find pofitive Injunctions to ab- 


© ſtain from any Practice, l lay my Hand upon 


my Mouth, refting aſſur'd from the Decla- 
& rat ions of divine Wiſdom, that the innocent: 
«* Uſe of ſuch Things is next to impoſſiblee 


Tuo' I have conſidered this Paragraph 
with great Attention, I can make nothing 
of it to your Purpoſe, You admit, that 
Things, innocent in themſelves, may be- 
come the Subjects of divine Prohibitions; 
but with this Limitation, if the very Ge 
does by a moral Neceſſity lead into Abules. 
In my Opinion, you hereby take back your 
ſeeming Conceſſion, and ju ſt admit nothing 
at all, For when the Uſe by a moral Ne- 
ceſſity, leads into an Abute, that is, whilft 
the Humours, Inclinations and Paſſions, and 


all the Frailties, Failings and Weakneffes of 


Men, and the Court of Things, continve 
as they are and have been for many Ages 
paſt ; then all ſuch Practices, as have a ge- 
neral and prevailing ill Influence upon our 

© 2 | No- 


20 
Morals, ought to be entirely laid aſide and 
aboliſhed. And of ſuch Tendencies and 


Influences, our Reaſon and Obſervation, 


without the Aſſiſtance of an expreſs divine | 


Revelation, is ſufficient to make the Dil. 
covery. Our Duty, in ſuch a Caſe, ii 
taught us in the Lord's Prayer, lead us not 
into Temptation, and confirmed to us by a 
_ Command given to the J/raelites (a), 1 
deſtroy the Altar of Idolaters, and break 
down their Images, and. cut down their 
Groves: And by the Practice of Hezekiah 
who brake in Pieces the brazen Serpent, 
becauſe the People had burnt Incenſe unte 
it, and might do ſo afterwards. Sin and 
all unneceſſary Occaſions of ſinning, are to 
be taken away from among the People. 


I ArteR diſtinguiſhing betwixt moral and 
poſitive Precepts, you ſay, that you have 
not , obſeryed any one moral Precept, for. 
bidding the Uſe of Things innocent. And 
I do not fee, how you could poſſibl 
find ſuch an Inftance; for this to me 
appears a plain Contradiction. Moral 
Precepts are the Laws of Nature republiſhed 
to Mankind by Diving Revelation. Thefe 
ate 
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gre of alt unchangeable Obligation; And 
have for their Subject, if a Command, ſome- 
thing good and virtuous in it ſelf; and, if 
a Prohibition, ſomething evil and vitions in 


its own Nature. But to forbid the Uſe of 


innocent Things, is not a #0ral but a poſi» 
tive Prohibition, And ſuch Precepts may, 
be more or leſs in Number, as it ſhall ſeem 
good to Gov. In judging of ſach Ten- 
dencies, you ſay, the Scriptures ſhall always 
be your Rule, that is in Judging of the In- 
fluences of innocent Things, by a prevail- 


ing Abuſe, leading Men into Vice. And in 


jadęing of thoſe Influences and Tendencies, 
my Reaſon alone, when I cannot find Di- 
vine Revelation, ſhall be my Rule. With- 


out an expreſs divine Precept in a particular 


Caſe, I ſhall think it my Duty to abſtain 


from any dangerous and infnaring Practice, 


when I am under no Neceſſity of acting. 
And if I find any ſuch poſitive and direct 
Prohibition in the Word of Go, I think it 
my Duty to forbear, whether to me it ap- 
pears dangerous or not, and to perſwade 
others to forbear likewiſe. But I cannot 
thence conclude with you, in the caſe of a 
poſitive divine Precept, that the innocent 
Ve of ſuch Things, is next Fo impoſf ble, 

X For 
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For "TI the beſt that we can ſay of them 
is, that they are innocent in themſelves, 
they may be prohibited by. Divine Authori- 
ty. tho' not dangerous to the laſt Degree, or 
fa dangerous as to render the ſafe Ule of 
them next to impoſſible. But, lam afraid, 
have beſtowed more Pains upon this Para- 
graph of yours than it is all worth. For 
to tell you my Mind (pray keep your Tem- 
per) I believe it would ſurpaſs the Skill of 
at eminent Hyppreritick Dr. Bently to 
make it both Senſe and Reaſon, However 
I have one Remark more to make upon it, 
Things innocent in themſelves may. be- 
«© come the Subjects of divine Prohibitions, 
„when the very Uſe does, by a moral 
« Neceflity, 144 unto- Abuſes.“ So fay 
you. But it is my Opinion that then the 
very Uſe of ſuch Things becomes unlaw- 
tul, whether they are expreſly forbidden 
in the Word of Gor, or not. I ſay. ex 

preſly, for by a very juſt Conſequence they 
actually ſtand prohibited upon ſacred Re- 
cord. And for this I affirm that the Stage 
ought to be totally abdicated ; for nothing 
hath done leſs: Good and more Harm in 
the World. Allow me, on this Occaſion 
to borrow one of Mr. Prynne's Syllogiſms. 
ä 


0D 


„ (a) Trar which ordinarily corrupts 
— the Minds and vitiates the Manners 
both of Actors and Spectators, muſt 
f  - doubtleſs be unlawful, yea abomina ble 
] unto Chriſtians, and intolerable in any 
- ® well ordered Common-wealth. x th, 
Bor Stage-plays ordinarily corrupt the 
Minds and vitiate the Manners both of 
Actors and Spectators. 
TakRETOR, they muſt doubtleſs. be 


a 


— 


ſtians and intolerable in any well or- 

dered Common- wealth. 
l believe you allow that Stage- plays have 
been ſuch, in general, as corrupt the Minds 
and vitiate the Manners of Men. And you 
admit that immoral and led Compoſitions, 
Impurities, Obſcenities, Vice and unprofi- 
table ſpeaking are loudly exclaimed againſt 
in the holy Scriptures. You likewile agree 
with me, that were zatural Morality or 
good Reaſon to be the Rule, few of our 
modern Plays could ſtand the Teſt; and 
you heartily wiſh for an index expurgatorius 
(an index ſeketus would be much ſhorter): 
ö. | And 
* 40) Hiftrio-maſtix 


unlawful, yea abominable unto Chri- 
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24 
And therefore, Sir, yov are much miſtaken, 
when you put Plays and Sermons upon the 


. Ke fame Footing ; and had you. pleaſed to 


have omitted the Compariſon, you had 
done better. Compariſons, we ſay, are - 
dius, and yours hath given much Offence, 
And, Thobit may be ſaid with Juſtice, That 
at ſome Time or ot her, Doctrine have been 
Snforced from the Pulpit more dangerous, 
more defiruttive to Honeſty, to good Mo- 
rals and to Society, than the moſt aban- 
don'd Play-writer ever durſt hring upon the 
Stage, yet, IJ hope, this hath not frequent- 
ly happened; you. cannot ſay, that Ser- 
mons ordinarily corrupt the Minds and vi- 
tiate the Manaers of Preachers and Hearer-. 
I talk upon the Footing of Chriſtianity, and 
Jam under no Neceſſity to vindicate that 
Divine Ordinanee. Idolatry and Perſęcu- 
tion have been and ſtill are preached up in 
ſome Places 3 but Idolatry, Atheiſm and 
all Manner of Impieties and Impurities 
have been preſented to the World from 
the Stage. But to cut this ſhort, I ſay, if 
the Pulpit, from firſt to laſt, had done as 
little Good and as much Hurt to Mankind, 
as the Stage hath done, to me it would 
become a Matter highly worth Conſidera- 
tion, 


4 -25 ) 
tion, whether even divine Appoiritinent;\ 
together with the Hopes of future Amend- 
ment, could protect the Practice of preach- 
ing any longer. T ſhould be apt to look 
upon the univerſal bad Conſequetices of it, 


which by a moral Neceſſity, led into A- 
| buſes, as a tacite Diſpenſation of the Com- 


mand, preach the Word. But as a Divine 


| inſtitution can never be attended with ſuch 
deplorable Effects and Conſequences, this 
is but a mere hypothetical Argument. And 
[1 verily believe that theſe who now plead 
for Mercy to the profane Stage, and for 
Patience with bad Plays until better can 
be wy would be the firſt to lay their Hands 
upon the Pulpits, provided there was no 
Diverſion in them, and would be very for- 


ward to have a Law enacted, deciaring 


all Preachers Vagabond and Barily Beg- 
gars. And, Sik, you are one of theſe 


that plead for a well reformed and regulats 


ed Stage. Your Pleadings ſhall be conſi- 
| dered, but I muſt firſt vindicate my own 


Poſitioris from your injurious Remarks. 


I cannot ſay that it is my Fault you have 
miſtaken the Story of the Lacedemonian, 
Ny faid, That, in Tragedy, the Athenians 


D played 
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F 26 ) 
played the Fool in good earneſt. For his 
Obſervation was not made merely upon the 
Matter and Manner of theſe Plays, but u- 
pon the Charges they colt the State. Fot, 
Plutarch, in the Place quoted (a), ſays, 
they coſt them as much as would have 
maintain'd a good Fleet at Sea, and a con- 
fiderable Army by Land. And, I fancy, 
in ſuch a Caſe, had you known it, you 
your felt would have taken fide wich 
me, as I did with the wiſe Spartan. Fos 
their putting ſuch a high Value upon 
Tragedy muſt be fooliſt in the Eyes ot al 
wiſe Men. For this they are Place and 
ridiculed by the Hiſtorian Nuſtin (b). 
likewiſe take the Freedom to ſet you right 
as to the Influence of tragical Repreſcnta- 
tions opon the Minds and Morals of the 
Athenians. For, let me aſſure you, that 
that the juſt Diguity and chaſte Morality 
which you ſpeak of (a Phraſe borrowed 
from ſome Play-poet) was never owing to 
their Tragick- poets, whoſe Remains ſcarce 
contain ſo much as one good Moral in them, 

This is not mine, but a Cenſure paſt upon 
them by an eminent Patron of the modern 
| Stage 


(e) De gloria Athenienſinm, (6) Lib. vi. 


Pa 


( 7 ) 
Stage (c). He fays, 1. The Ancients noto- 
* rioutly intereſt Providence in promoting 
10 Villany in many of their Plays, of which 
Number are the Electra of Sophoclas, 
« the. Electra, Oreſtes, Hyppolitus, fon and 
others of Euripides, and the TNA 
4e of Seneca. 2. They manifeſtly make the 
gods the immediate Actors in, or Di- 
& re&ors of the Misfortunes of virtnons 


c Perſons; as in the Prometheus in Chaius 


e of AÆſchylus, the OEdipus of Sophecles ; 


40 the ZZyppolitus and Hercules furens of 


4 Euripides, and. the OZdipus and Her- 
« cules furens of Seneca, and divers others 


of Antiquity. 3. The Ancients provide 


© Malefactors with a miraculous Delivery, 


* or have Recourſe to ſuch extraordinary 
Methods, as exceed the Reach of hu- 
man Force or Cunning, fo as to intitle 
pProvidence to the Protection of them, 


« which was their frequent Practice; as in 
« the Electra of Sophocles, the Medea, the 
« Oreſtes, the Electra and others of Eu- 
© ripides, the Medea of Seneca, &c. If 
you ſhould differ in your Opinion from this 
learned Gentleman there's nothing in it. 

D 2 It 


(c) Author of the ancient and modern Stage {urreyed, 
Page 218. | 


( 28 ) 

It is common for the Champions of the 
Theatre, like il] diſciplined Troops, to fall 
foul of one another in Time of Action. 
The Inſtance which you are pleaſed to give 
of the Juſt Dignity and chaſte Morali. 
ty of the Athenians kept up by their 
Tragick-Poets, is juſt againſt you. For 
had they known no more of the Matter 
than what they learned from the Stage, 
they would not have taken Offence at Eu- 
ripides. The Man intended to teach them 
Religion as well as Morality, or rather to 
unteach them ſome eſtabliſhed Notions a. 
bout Jupiter (d). He began his Play, 0 
Jupiter of whom we know nothing but the 
Name, and they who worſhipped this Fu- 
iter as their chief Deity, without conſi- 
dering whether it was in Character or out 
of it, hiſſed him for his Pains. Upon which 
he changed his Language and ſaid, O u 
- whoſe Name agrees with thy Divini- 
| They had learned fo much of their 
„ Religion from other Hands, that they 
1 would not ſuffer the Poet to diſcredit it, 
tho but in Jeſt. po You 
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i (4) Piytarch, de amore. 


f i) 


You ſay, © That to be able to draw a 
' Þ © concluſive Argument from the Law made 
„ * againſt an reopagite's Writing a Come- 
dy, one ſhould know at what Time it 


« was made, whether before or after Me- 
nander? Had you known, Sir, that before 
| Menander appeared, the Athenians had ab- 


would not have asked the Queſtion. A Suc- 
Iceſlion, it is true, of Com ick and Tragick 


n 

o Poets continued until the Times of Auguſ⸗ 
u Ceſar. Their Verſes and Compoſitions 
ONere read and recited. But ſome Poets of 


Repute reckoned it a Diſhonour to have their 
Works paſs thro' the Hands of Hackney- 

Actors (a). Bacchinals were ſtill kept up 
kt Athens, but purely upon a religions Ac- 
Count, I here again put you in Mind that 
draw no concluſive Argument againſt the 


N tage as It is an Unchriſtian Diverſion, from 
ie he Athenian Law diſcharging an Areopa- 
„ ite to write a Comedy. I only mention'd 
8 t, to ſhew that the firſt and great Encou- 


agers of the Stage, had no great Opinion 
Wt that Part of Dramatical Entertainment. 
And 


(4) ————An tua demens 
Vilibus in ludis dictari carmina malis. Hor. Ser m. Lib. 1. 


dicated both Comedy and Tragedy, you 
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And all the Argument that is in it, only af. g. 


teas a preliminary Concluſion, That a 0. 
tal Prohibition of the Stage, in very poſſible Þ +; 


under the GOSPEL. Dont think that! 
take Notice of any of your biftorical Mif- 
takes, with a Deſign to leſſen you in your 
own Eſteem. I fay, in your own Efteem; 
for an anonimous Author always ſecures his 
own Reputation, whatever becomes ef his if 
Performance. And, for my Part, notwith: 
ſtanding you ſeem pretty mueh a Stranger no 
to the Subject you write upon, I do think 
you may be very well qualified either hy ro! 
the Pulpit or the Bar. 


Tux Patrons of the Stage having trinmph 
ed in a pretended Silence of the Apoſtles 
with regard to thoſe Theatres that me tion 
them at every Turn, I thought it proper to rect 
oppoſe the Miſtake, not only to vindieat{ 
them from the Afperfion of nrfaithfnl MA 
niſters, which Infidels might, therefore 
caſt upon them, but likewiſe to ſhew tha 
Stage-plays ſtand condemned upon facra 
Record. I acknowledge the great Poin 
in my View was to ſhew, that ſuch a TI 
gedy as Cato, and ſuch a Comedy as 7h 


by runeral, and that even better than. "l 
el 


133 

f. fell ander the divine Prohibition; but, with 
your Leave, it was not irregular in me to 
k take Notice of what had been ſaid upon a 
I total Silence of the Scripsurer, as to Stago- 
. flays, and even to make Uſe of it, in or- 
ut der to remove any Prejudices againſt the 
Meaning of ſuch Paſſages as point againſt 
chem. And tho' in that I do not touck the 
is main Point demonuſtratively, yet I do not 
+ Þ:lrogether loſe Sight of it. And I tan few 
et no Reaſon why you find Fault with me, 
nor chufing” the idleft Things which the Fa- 
fa tront of the Stage hade dropt as the main 
Crounds on which they rely. Pleaſe con- 
ider again, that, in the Particular of Scrip- 
pyure Silence, I had no Choice to make. 
ey They alledge it without the leaſt Inſinua- 
na tion that the Heathen Stage was ever di- 
tu rectly or indirectly taken Notice of by the 
ate Apoſtles; and you yourſelf think their Ar- 
Mi eument unanſwerable (a). And for as trifling 
oreWas this may appear to ſome, yet it hath been 
A confidered by others (4), tho' anſwered in 
rel 

din b 


Pie 


(a Page 13. (8) There are ſome Chriſtians, who, out 
of Simplicity or Want of Docility, can hardly believe that 


they are obliged to deprive themſelves of the Diverſion of the 


publik Shews; becauſe, they ſay, it doth not appear in the 
holy Scriptures, that this. is forbidden to the Serrants of Gon. 
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A different Way. But let theſe Things, ws 
pon which the Patrons of the Stage rely, 
be ever ſo idle, yet ſince they rely upon 
them as their main Grounds, they were not ; 
to be neglected. And, to let you into a1 
Secret, I think never any Thing hath been |, 
ſaid: or dropt in Defence of Stage- plays, but ? 

what is exceedingly idle. Wherever the 

Strength lies, I ſee nothing but great Weak. 
neſs. But theſe weak Things being thought M I 
ſtrong by weak People, they that would 0 
oppoſe the Stage, are obliged to conſid! I. 
them. And it is for this very Reaſon tha D 
L take notice ol your Remarks, e 
i | at 
: Sir, are * candid as oa allow, tha | ca 
the Apoſtles did, condemn the Stage Play T 
ok their Day, for ſome Reaſon or other w 
as the Fathers condemned thoſe of thei Ar 
Times. But I do not agree with you, when an 
you ſay, * That the Fathers had gone be 1y 
« yond. their n had = for z7 
EE 6 bidden the 


It is true we do not find this Prohibition in expreſs Terms in 
holy Scripture, You ſhall not go to the Circus, you ſhall not 
be preſent at Plays, you ſhall not be Spectators of the Com. 
bats of the Wreſtlers, or of the Gladiators, as it is. ſaid it 
formal Terms, Thou ſhall not kill, Sr. but the Condemn 
tion of Shews, is notwithſtanding clearly expreſſed by the firk 
words of the Flalms of David. Tert. de Set. 


Id 


ot- 
den 


Ns i 
| not 


195 


& bidden the Attendance of Chriſtians at 


&« innocent Entertainments. For in many 
Caſes, Things innocent in themſelves, are 
to be abſtained from. The danger of ex- 


. ceeding in the Uſe of them, and the fear ot 


offending a weak Brother, are ſufficient Rea- 
ſons to forbear, eſpecially when what we 
do refrain from, is at beſt but a Diverſion. 


I aM not much concerned with your 
Definitions of Tragedy and Comedy; but 1 
can never allow that Tragedy is a ſerious 


| Lefture upon our Duty. This is a comical 


Deſcription of a Tragedy. I always took 


| a Tragedy to be a Play and a Diverſion; 
and you almoſt make me laugh, when you 
| call a Play a ſerivus Lecture. Sure every 


Thing in your favourite Cato, is not ſerious. 
When Iam ſerious, I am always in Earneſt. 
And the Author of Cato was a better Man 


and a better Chriſtian, than to have ſeriou- 
ly invoked the Gods, and ſworn by the 

| Heavens, in good earneſt, or to have put 
theſe Words in his Hero's Mouth (a). 


Juba, Thy Father, was a worthy Prince, 
And merited, alas! a better Fate, 
But Heaven thought otherwiſe. 

| „„  - And 
(a) AR II. Scen. 4. 
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And if Comedy manages ns as Children, 


it is a childiſh Thing to be managed by it. 
And tho' Tragedy may affect our * Paſſions, 
and work upon our weaker Part ; ſtil] it is 
rather a /y/ory than a | OP Way of con- 
vincing. 


| Todo you Honour, I muſt negle& no- 

thing that you ſay; for you ſay it, that it 
may be noticed. And I am even obliged 
to differ from you in a very ſmall Matter. 
For I cannot allow that the Play-houſe is 
a proper School in which to learn Ele- 
gance of Taſte in Pronounciation and Geſ- 
ture. For the Language and Stile of the 
Stage, and Action and Geſture of the Ac- 
tors, are entirely unfit for. private Conver- 
ſation, the Pulpit, the Bar, and the Senate; 
and an Imitation of all Theatrical Ways 
always ſhews the Fop, but never che Gentle- 
man. 


Ir is certain, that all Things wicked 
and immoral are forbidden in the GospEI, 
vrhether practiſed on the Stage or in private. 
And in thac genera! Prohibition, the Immo- 
ralities of the Stage, and all immoral P! ays 
are condemned, "But I hope to fatisfy you 

fur- 


JO iy 5 0 on 


hate, „ at fas 


pas 6 
_— 


EW) 


further, that Plays are particularly pointed 


at; and that no Drama, according to the 
Maxims of the Chriſtian Religion, is a law- 


ful Diverſion. And if this is true, your ſi- 


milar Argument is wide from the Purpoſe. 
The Tongue may be abuſed, and too oft is 
made an Inſtrument of the worſt of Crimes. 
But it cannot be ſaid that the Apoſtle in 
forbidding theſe Crimes hath denied us the 
Uſe of Speech. Sir, had we as little Occa- 
ſion for the Tongue as we have for Tragedy 


| and Comedy, and did this Tongue no more 


good, and as much hurt as thoſe Diverſions 
do, we ought literally to cut it out as an 
offenſive and hurtful Member. We are in- 
dned with Speech to communicate our 
Thovghts to one another, and to praiſe 
and bleſs our Go. It is neceſſary for the 


perfection of our Nature, and for rendering 


it comfortable. In a Word, we want it for 
the nobleſt Purpoſes, which no other Means 
can anſwer. And therefore the Abuſes which 
ariſe from it, by the Miſmanagement of 
Men, can never juſtify a total Silence, If 
ſo much can be ſaid for Stage- plays, then 
ſhall I admit, that no Abuſes whatever can 
juſtity a total Suppreſſion of them, and that 

23 they 
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they neither are, not 7 be condemned; in 


the Holy Seriprures. 


3 von can be angry when you pleaſe. 


You arein a great Paſſion with my Author 
Mr. Filmer, whom you call © an infamous 
8 Court Sycophant, an Enemy to the Race 
e of Mankind, one who was willing to ſe. 


cure Impunity to the moſt monſtruous A- 
ee 'buſes of the Stage, one who is loath to 
« part with a ſingle vitious or idle Expref- 


« ſion, one, to wh ole Purpoſe every Thing 
« ſerved which could enervate our Minds, 


« and bring us to reliſh, or. wiſh for that 
0 Slavery which he allots for us.“ I am 


glad you are of Opinion that the Abuſe of 
the Stage tends to enervate the Minds of the 


People, and to prepare them for Slayery, 


Ii] endeavour to remember it. But I do not 
ſee any Reaſon why you ovght to be fo 
angry with Mr. Filmer. The Gentleman, 


whoſe Book I have peruſed, was a Doctor 


of the Civil Law, and wrote Anno 1707, 
in the glorions Days of Queen Anne. There 
was another of the Name of Filmer, Sir 


Robert, who in the Days of King Charles 


the Second wrote in Support of hereditary 


* and Pali ve Obedience. 1 apprehend | 


you 


FG, W 
Sf **, 
821 


(GY 
„Jou have miſtaken . one for the other; 


and, what confirms me in this Opinion, is, 
you are juſt as much miſtaken in the Ac+ 
> ecount you give of the Performance, when 
r you ſay, That be is willing to ſecure Impu- 
s nity to the moſt monſtruous Abuſes of the 
Stage, and that he will not part with one 
I fſingle yitious or idle Expreſſion in our Plays. | 
Now, Sir, the Gentleman hath the Refor- 
o mation of the Stage as much at Heart as 
| your ſelf, and perhaps more. And becauſe 
you'll be pleaſed to ſee Juſtice done him, and 
„ Flikewiſe to haye him on your Side of the 
at N Qneſtion, both for your Sake and his too; 
ni take the Freedom to tranſcribe ſome Paſ⸗ 
of ſages i in his Book. He ſays (a), * Our comick 
he . Poets often wrong the beſt and nobleſt 
ry. Characters, whilſt they very frequently 
make their Women of Quality and Vir- 
ſo N tue, talk downright baudy; and their fine 
n, W* accompliſhed Gentlemen, their Hero's, pro- 
A * fans in their Courtſhip, lend and irreligi- 


7, “ ous in their Converſation, in a Word, 
re 4 monſtrous Libertines: And after all, ſo far 
Sir N are they from puniſhing them, that for 
les the moſt Part, thoſe very Gentlemen are 
1 & repreſented as {ncceſsiul in all their At- 


nd tempts. No Wonder then that ſome of 
c a) Page 41. 
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And under 58 Pretence ſhall our Poet 


638 


Collie uch a plentiful Crop of Weeds 
* as he hath expoſed. to the World. ole: 


HAVING G, as he ſuppoſes, lied ſove: 
ral vitious Expreſſions, becauſe ſpoken, in 
Character, he hath theſe Words, But 
© how then 2 Muſt all vitious Charatter! 
6 be indifferently admitted in the Stage? 


© dare wanton” with Sin, and at their Pler 
& ſure vent their own filthy, nauſeous Ex 
6 preſſions? Shall the Comedian in the Per. 
ec ſon of a Pimp, a Whore or a Bawd, fl 
4 ont into all the groſſeſt Extravagancies of 
“ Smut, and ranſack the very Stews for 
© Language to adorn their Characters? Or 
„ ſhall the Tragick-poet, under Shelter of 
& an irreligious or atheiſtical Perſon, fly 

« preſently in the Face of Heaven, defy hi 
ce Maker, profane his holy Name, and blaß 
c pheme at any Rate? By no Means. 


Bvr with Pleaſure I tranſcribe the fol 
lowing Words, But, above all, he muſt 
* not pretend to meddle with any Thing 
that is either ſacred in itſelf, or by 2 
ad ' from appropriated to ſacred Uſes, No 

* 


fre, 
n 


(38 - 
fl Story, no Phraſe, no Expreſfor wh ati al 


in the Bible may be repeated, or ſo much 


« as alluded to without Sin, The Holy 
% Bible is ſacred in every minuteſt part of 


© alone we can ever hope to be inveſted i 

Hall the Privileges of the new Feruſalem ; i 
* the ſacred Record of our great G O D's 

© gracious. Promiſes to Mankind; that bleſ- 
* ſed Fountain of pure living Water,whence- 
we draw all our ſweeteſt Hopes of ever- 
laſting Life and Happineſs. And ſhall; a 
poet then dare to ridicule the Bible, or 

any the leaſt Part of it? No certainly. 


nit. It is that glorious Charter by 0 0 


The diſmal Conſequences of ſuch Impi- 
« ety. are too terrible and too certain. 


5 There s no tri fling, no jeſting with a Text, 
col Scripture, but what will infallibly end 


in ſad and woful Earneſt. No uch hor- 
rid and prepoſterous Mirth, but what 
© muſt terminate, without GO D's inter- 
* veening Mercy on Repentance, in weep⸗ 


b ing, wailing, gnaſhing of Teeth, 


Sim, I would have {yok and Mr. Bine, 


"> Fs 


In- 


4.89 
1 
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1 
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. Cad: 
Injury you have done him. I am fare | 


did not lead you into the Miſtake ; 1 rather 
took Pains to prevent it. I quoted fairly to 


a Eaff#ge, tho you do not quote wit hin 
Volume. And had you believed me, whe! 


1 told you in Mr. Filmer's Name, that 5 
Vier ought to be brought upon a Stage, buf 


hat the Audience may ſafely laugh at, yu 
would have found that he hath carried th, 
Reformation ot the Stage beyond your om 
Standard. Take this Advice from me, g 


from a Friend, never to give a Character d 
a Book before you have ſeen it. 


I now follow you to the grand Poitt 


the Meaning of theſe Texts of Scriptin 


brought by me, in ſupport of my Opinion 
And here give me Leave to put you in mind, 
that the Reaſonings of ſome Defenders 0 
the Stage, forced me to Join Iſſue with them 
in theſe Words, The Apoſtles either deſcrie 
not the Name of Chriſtians, or they did 


diſſuade the World from the Stage as ſit 
cerely as they could, Perhaps, had I not 


found ſuch Pleadings from a. pretended 
ſcriptural Silence, in my Way, I might have 


taken another Method. I own I am not 
much in Love with this Way of Reaſon- 


ing 


9 N 


2 
1d 
2 
10t 
led 
ve 
10 
öf- 
ing 


2 al ry oY 
" ig. * Matters of Revelation: gucß 4 
Command, or ſuch à Prohibition ought to 
ze in the Bible, and therefore it is in the 
Bible. But in the Caſe before me, I was 


not left to my Liberty. Having premiſed 


a few Things to diſpoſe the Patrons. and 
Admirers of the Stage, to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, without Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion, 
for ſuch a Prohibition, as a Point upon which 
the apoſtolical Character depends, | then 
fixed upon ſome of the firſt Verſes of the 
fifth Chapter of the Apoſtle Paul's Epiſtle 


| to the Zphefians, In my Explication of 


that Paſſage it is to be ſeen, that my View 


r, OS SB 4.2 


is to make appear that the Apoſtle doth 


there. condemn the Stage of his own Time. 
And my Concluſion is (a) That the Apoſtle 


hath declared againſt the Stage of his own 


Time. And becauſe it is not there con- 
demned as idolatrous, I drew this Corollary. 
The Apoſtle hath likewiſe declared a- 
« oainft all Stage-plays whatever, where 


.« Filthineſs, fooliſh Talking, or Jeſting is 
& praRtifed.” Ladmit, at the ſame Time, 
that this is not an expreſs but a conſequen- 
tial Condemnation of the Stage ſo eircum- 


ſtance 


d, and Juſtify the Arg gument, from 
F the 


(a) Page 54: 
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1 
the Ie of wt being Ibid by. 
the ſame Laws which forbid, Uncleanneſs., 
And whether I had any Right to affirm, 
that the Stage is prohibited by the ſame Law 
which forbids the Buffoonries of it, ſhall be 
confidered, by and by. In order to this [ 
accepted the Benefit of Mr. Filmer 's Con- 
ceſſion, that the Apoſtle” s Words feeep both 
Comedy and Tragedy, and then I took ſome 
Pains to ſet them in a better Light than he 
had done. And, if this is more, in your 
Opinion, than the Author and his Com- 
mentary deſerve, Ido not think that | have 
leſſened myſelf in doing it. It i is for e great 
Men, and not for ſuch as I am, to deſpiſe 
any Thing that an ingenious Gentleman 
hath thought fit to impatt to the Publick, 
Lam apt to, think that every one that at- 
tends Plays, is not fully ſatisfied in his own 
Mind, as to the Lawfulneſs and Chriftiani- 
ty of the Diverſion. And tho' Prozeſtants 
5478 ſpeculatively rejected the Diſtinctjon 
of venial and damnable Sins, yet ſome of 
them are often practically in the ſame Mik- 
take, in expecting Gop's Pardon, of N 
for imal Sins which , in Courſe, com: 


mit. 


Ax 
$3.% 1 4Þþ 


( N 43. ) 


AND upon this Head, I take the Free- 
; dom to obſerve (but don't think, as you 
die to do, that I make Uſe of the Obler- 
vation as a concluſive Argument) I ſay, 1 
obſerve that the Papiſts, who admit the 
| Diſtinction of Yenial and Damnable, do 
| not uſually higle ſo hard againſt a Goſpel 
Command, or Prohibition, and are more 
ready to admit ſome Actions to be Sins, 
than the Proteſtants who want their Salvo, 
For Inſtance, our Lord and Saviouk hath 
ſaid (b). But I ſay unto you, that every 
idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give an Account thereof at the Day of 
Judgment. Moſt Popiſh Interpreters, by idle 
Wordt, underſtand uſeleſs and unprofitable 
Words, and theſe they reckon ſo many 
venial Sins; But I could ſhew you that 


ſome Proteſtants, for fear theſe many uſe- 
„leis Words, might dreadfully inflame their 
Account at the great Day, having Re- 
1 courſe to the Occaſion upon which they 
JL 


were ſpoken, chooſe rather to underſtand 
1 it as an Appendix to the great Sin againſt 
2 if the Hor Grosr, and that without the 
1 leaſt Reged to the Epithet, Idle. And I 

r 
00 Mat. xii, 36 


, il 
I |. 


Seri ptures. 


3 


CG 


have a frong Suſpicion, that could Tprove 
that Comedies and Trag edies were but 


Syſtems of idle and 1 prös debe Words, 
they who admire theſe ſublime Diverſions, 
would rather chooſe to make idle Word. 


ſignifie the Sin againſt the Hor v Griosr, 


than allow that our Loxp- condenins thei! 
darling Stage-plays. I don't ſay, Sir, that 
you would; for I think you have not lelt 
yourſelf that Evaſion, by acknowledging 
that idle and unprofitable Words are finful 
and loudly exclaimed againſt F in the 1. 


* 
41 


Bur, to return to your Remarks. You 
fuppoſe that 1 was to prove ſomething, 
viz. that there were ſome Texts of Scrip- 
ture, declaring either expreſſy or implicitly 
againſt the Stage. Very true. And I have 
given Inſtances of both Sorts. Here you 


furprize me with laying a Blunder to my 


Door, when you ſay, « That, inſtead ot that 
* I lay upon my Adverſary the Burden of 
« proving the contrary of my: Propoſition, 
« and thereby invert my own Cafe, which 
& js that of one affirming, and not barely 
- denying, but indeed the Obſervation doth 


& not hold,” 2 But indeed 168 er 


"ng 


(45) 
wth not hold. Well ſaid. 10 ou muſt m mean | 
this your own judicious and candid: 05 ervas A 
tion upon my Way of Reaſoning (for I know 
of no Obſervation I had made, or of any 
other that you refer to), and that it doth 
not hold is indeed a juſt Acknowledg gment, 
and more chan I expetied from you. P 


.. 


T 0 make Filthinaſs; 01% talking or 


Jeſting. ſweep both Comedies and Tragedies, 


my Author fays, is to put the Apoſile's 
Meaning to a higher Pitch than ever he in- 
tended. And here, I ask the Queſtion, 
Which Way can any Man know: that the 
Apoſtle's Meaning was not ſo high as to 
reach the Comedies and Tragedies of his 
own Time? "Tis a hard Caſe indeed, that 
I cannot expreſs my Meaning by Way of 
Queſtion, without an Accuſation of chang- 
ing Sides immediately, and putting the 
Burden of Probation from off myſelf. upon 


| my : Adverſary. I firſt join with him, in 


allowing the Apoſtle's Words to demoliſh 
the Theatres of the Heathens, for being 


| incumbered with Zi/thineſs, foolijh Talking 


and Ning. To take off the Forc: of this, 
my Adyerſary ſays, the Apoſtle's Meaning 


was not 1 high. And I reply, this is more 
than 


( 46) 
than he, or any Man can know ; and this 


is preciſely the Meaning of my Queſtion, 
1 alledge the Words of Scrippure in their 
obvious Meaning; and if he was to reſtrain 
their Senſe to ſave the Theatres, he was o. 
bliged to give a Reaſon for it. He thought 
ſo himſelf, and attempts it boldly. I fol. 
low him his fall Length, and, to your Se 
tisfaction, and even to raiſe-your Indigna- 
tion againſt him, diſprove his Comments 
And then after all, I give what I fil 
thinks! the true and genuine Meaning of the 
Paſlage. | And let me ask you, is this chang 
ing Sides, and ſhifting the Proof I under 
took? My good Friend, you ſee if J have 
put the Proof of a Negative upon the De- 
fendant, be is not ſenſible of it himſelf 
and I have very ſoon caſed. his Shoulder 
of te Load. 


TI ayeerEHEND, Sir, you do me 
more Injuftice than I have done him, by 
ſaying, that © any Man may know that 
ce the Apoſtles Meaning was ſo high, and 
o higher, than to reach ſuch Plays as 
« are filthy.” By your Leave, you are in 
a groſs Miſtake. The Apoſtic's Meaning 
reaches higher than w a, Plays. 0 

nc 


62 5 
eaches all Plays beſides, that have fo tk 


falking or Feſting in them. And tho? 
lo not, others may think that you ir 
itfully miſrepreſented the Apoſtlès Words: 
or in both your Syllegilins, you put an 
. The Firſt of which is, Uncleannefs, 
Gc. is unlawful; but ſome Stage-plays 
1a. are unclean, therefore all Stage-plays are 
unclean.” The ſecond is, All Stage - 
plays were unclean in St. Pauls Days, 
but Uncleanneſs, Cc. is forbidden, there- 
g: fore all Stage-plays, clean and unclean 
are forbidden to the End of the World. 
1 place of both which, to do the Apoſtles 
ords and my own Argument Juſtice, I 
ke upon me to form another, tho! it is 
ong fince I dealt in that Method of Rea- i 
ſoning. All Stage-plays are forbidden that 
IF have Filthineſs, fooliſh Talking or Jeſting 
e in them; but ſuch were the Stage- plays 
y « of the apoſtolical Times, therefore the 
| Nags: lays of thoſe Times are forbid- 
a. think I need ſcarcely repeat that 
ty fo I conclude from the whole Paſſage. 
Lhave no Uſe for your Syllogi/ms ; they are 
* form d upon your own Miſtake, and not 
It Nery fairly either; and you may diſpoſe of 
- Ibbem which Way you _ 


To 


uf ) 


2 © 
129% 


r 


I; abi, { did ſay, and land to it, that 
the. original Word, tranflated Fefting, fig: 
* nifies the Buffooury of the Theatre. And 
1 likewiſe. admit, that you neyer heard 
e it was taken in any ſuch. Senſe either for 
„ theatrical Buffoonry, or any other Buf: 
<< foonry whatever.” Then, Sir, 1 have 
told you News; tor every Thing! is ner 
to one that he never heard before. "Bi: 
Hon is a French Word, and. ſignifies 4 
Jeſter, and more ſtrictly a Man that abound; 
in Jeſts, or makes a Livelihood of his ridict 
lous Talent, in diverting Perſons that en- 
tertain him for his Pains. Auguſtus Caſo 
had one of them called Battus. Perhap 
bis Name is taken from his Employ 
"ment; for Battos was a fooliſh prat 
tling Grecian Poet. From the Days 0 
"Auguſtus to near our own, it hath been 
cuſtomary for great Men to keep ſuch But: 
"foons, as their Servants and Attends abt, 
as others now keep their Fidlers and Pi- 
pers. And ſuch a Pleaſant i in our old Hal, 
Language, was called a Gilligapus.- Such 
as were moſt addicted to the Diverſion 


and could beſt afford the Expence, 7. 
2 4 < 1 . n $: 80115 


24K G 5 107 


- of 


| 2 Gan 7 
ſeveral of them to jeſt upon one another 

and the Company. I remember, Dr. Wel. 
wood in his Memoirs, ſays, © That King 
«* Charles the Firlt's Jeſter, by Order of the 
Privy Council, was ſtript of his Fool's 

Coat, for ſpeaking diſreſpeQfully of Arch» 
* biſhop Zaud. It ſeems, being a Fool, 
he Recke out of Character; when he did it 
(a). I appeal to Monſieur Martin, Miniſter 
of the French Church at Utrecht as my 
judge, Whether Buffoonry and Jeſting are 
not the ſame Thing. If there is any Diffe- 
rence at all, it only lies in this, that Nuſting 
may have a more . extenſive Signification 
than Buffoonry; that is, all Buffoonty is 
Jeſting; but all Jeſting is not Buffoonry. And, 
to tell you more, he juſt 1 the Ori- 
ginal Word as [ do (). I not only give 
him credit for his French, but - likewiſe re- 


_ "RL ſpect 


(a) Phlutared tells us; wiz the Romans ent to 7. VOY x 
for a Set of Players, the principal Actor among them was 
called Hiſter or Mer; from which the Latin Word Hiſtrio, 
i. e. a Stage: player, comes: But if according to others, 
Hiſter or Iier ſignifies in general Ludio, i. e. a Player, then 
perhaps our Word Fefter is originally the ſame. N. B. No 
Ergo's to be drawn from this. 

(b) L'Apatre entend par ce mot, Plaizamerie, ces Buf⸗ 
foneries de Theatre, dans lesquelles, il ſemble que homme 
renounce a la Raiſon & bons ſens pour devenir la Ris du 
publique, In locum. 
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ved 


pod m ach bl his ingetiious and bern. 
ed Notes upon che Bible. Tho' you 8 
not agree with Eraſmus, and th6ſt 170 


Commentators, yet you agree with 18 
ſieur Matin, who is as willing as yourſelh, 
to ſave a little Facetiouſſiefs, in private Con- 
verſation, out of the apòſtolteal Prohibition; 
for which he ſacrifices al Comedies bt 
heat. Lou will not part With them at any 
Rate; and therefore call 
help you to fubſtitute / for ſomethinig ut 
be forbidden) in place of Stage-plays, à 280 
bred Mont. A tell bred front is neut 


upon Arlſtotie to 


to Nonſenſe in Eugliſb; and I do not think 


yourhave mended the Matter much in the 


Greek. 


It was a very unlucky Thing, (and 


Lam 'almoſt aſhamed to take Notice of it 
that you did not ſay Hybrin inſtead of H. 
'brida is the Product. 
on of an Aſs, with a Mare, called a Mule: 


brida. For your : 


Or, it is a ſturdy Bird of Prey of the Na- 
ture of an Owl, a Kind of Night Bird, a pro- 
per Emblem of an anonimous Critich. And 


tho“ you think, and ſeem to be poſitive, 


that Ariſtotle's Authority in the Caſe, bY 


of more Weight than un Hondfed 2 1585 


Lexitographers, I, on the other. 
of Opinion, that the Modern are much ber | 
ter 


= . n & 5 


t 
* 
4 
£ 
t 
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EDE g. '“ 


| Bama. de Hiadoro. Julius Cæſar Bullengerus, de 


51 


© Eynolgil' than the Ancients. And 
ingenious Friend, the Reverend Mr. 


| Tavis M*Golm, s a Minifteri in the 97 & 
of Egipburgh, 1 more of the the oY 


the Greek and Zatin Languages, th 
Greeks and Romans did 0 WR 


AM 0 NG the Greeks there v re four Sorts 


of pleaſant or meiry Men. he firſt were 
the Epicharites Or Epic haręis, thef ſecond 


yere the Entrapeli ; ; the third, the e Homo- 


ochi; and the fourth were the Aiſchrologi, 


The firſt of theſe, the Epicharites, were 


decent and inoffenſive, pleaſant and agree- 
able, lepidi & jucundi, and had nothing 
mean or blameable in their Way. Next to 
theſe were the Eutrapeli, and theſe 1 werg 
reckoned faulty, and had ſomething difcre- 
ditable in their 1 of Mirth (2). The 
Jomoloc hi were yet worſe than theſe . 
and were much the ſame with the Moy rology 


or r Morionss, the Merry Andrews of the . Ro- 


G 2 | mats. 
0 a ) Ani imagrertes lepidos & ſallos, quos vocan 1 17 
in laude eſſe Eutrapelos ſcurras, paraſitos iri vi 4 51 


ateo 
Mc r. Cap. 42. de apinariis & ridiculis. (5 . e 
Jocularia & mimica quz riſum excitant, & ab iis dicun- 


tur quos Græci Evaram dus, facetos vocant, & Jalſos ; aut 
- A e . . Begg 5 Tue. 


: WY 
wan Theatre (ch. Tbe Aiſchrologi ell 


Speakers were the worſt of all, and ' ſcarce 


had any Place or Poft upon the Theatre, 


after the Suppreſſion of the old Comedy. 
And for this riftotle (d) is my Witneſs,” who 
ſays that the Hiſchrolagia or filthy ſpeak 
ing was the Vit of the old Comedy, and 
the Eutrapelia, the Vit of the new. And 
theſe three Orders of a diſgraceful Kind of 


merry Men, were ordinarily called the Pa. 


rafites of Apollo. All of them, likewiſe, 
have a Relation to the Stage, and were a 
Sort of Officers that belonged to the . 
tre. | 


Now. it is ſomething very „bemalte 
that the Apoſtle in the Text under Conſ- 
deration, Eph. v. 4  Filthineſs," fooliſh 
Talking | and Fefling, ſays nothing at all of 
the Epicharites, with whom the Heathens 
found no Fault ; and that the other three are 


expreſiy mentioned, with a Gradation, be- 


ginn ing with the worſt. Allowing „Sir, theſe 
three Words (e) uſed by the, Apoll to be 
n —_ or in ſome Meaſure expletive, 


(c) Morologur latius patet tied Moris, kd pene idem 


ſunt. Idem ibid. (d) Ad Nicomach. Lib. 2, (e) . 
Or Aue ννμt * and Eurams. 


( 189.) 


de, or agree ſo well ache W's yard 


2 $2 TX} . 


Apoſtle adds by Way of Oppoſition: Mei- 
ther Filthineſ5, nor fooli iſp talking or jeſt- 
[ings which are not convenient, bur rather 


Heathens entred almoſt into all their Mat- 


. tage-plays. The Word here rendered giving 
Nef Thanks (a), was very early adopted by 
f I the primitive Chriſtians to ſignify the Sa- 
is crament of the Lord's Supper, at the Ad- 
„ miniſtration of which, they always ſang a 
„nn of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. For 
ſe which Reaſon, I am inclined. to think, tho“ 
0 do not pretend to be poſitive, that the 
e, Apoſtke's Meaning is, Tour own Chriſtian 
ir = Solemnity of #he Lord's Supper becomes you 
Oy ea the religious Diverſions of the 
22 * 
G n 5 


or. explanatory of one another (as yon ydur- 
ſelf obſer ve in another Caſe) then the . 
babies Meaning is exceedingly neat and 
„ (dean: But as you reſtrict the Senſe of one 
of them, they do not make up. fo. good! 4 


nN — that the pa ae 
of the Paſlage, which I here. make you a - 
Prefent of, is very agreeable ta what the 


giving of thanks. The Religion of the 


ters, and was a Conſiderable Part of their 
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( 54 ) 

Heathen. And a little lower, perhaps with 
Reſped to the Romoi (ot which immediate, 
) we find the Apoſtle thus heſpeaking the 
Zpbefians (H). And be not drunk with 
Wine, wherein is. Exceſs; hut he alte 
with the Spirit, ſpeaking to yaur/eloes in 
PF/alms and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs 
making Melody in your Heart tous LR 
And to the Coigſtans he fays. (e Let the 
Word of CHRIST' dwell ju gou richly in 
all Wiſdom, teaching and admqniſting one . 
gother in P/ahns and Hymns and ſpiritual 
Songs, fenging erith Grace in your Heari 
ta the LORD. And ſo the Apoſtle Fan 
(4); Ir any Man merry, or content, it 
him fing Pſalms. All which. become w 
bet er as we are Chriſtians, than the Re 
vellings, and theatrical n 15 n 
en 1 0 


; Obes ViE- | forther Pie BY adjeftin, 
not convenient, as it is rendered, is in the 
plural Number, and affects Fi ltbineſs, fooliſh 
zalking or jefting. And, I beg pardon to ſay 
it, you do not act a candid Paxt,' when con- 
trary both to the Original, and the aH. 


lation, you put it in the „ ee 


(C ﬆ) 

, as if it belonged to jeſting only. You ſay, 
: vir, Filthineſs, ' fooliſh Talking and incon- 
8 eowient Je fung is forbidden inplays and every 
where diſe. And why not inconvenien 
Huhineſt? The Apefile ſays fo, and you 

| might have followed him, had yon 
J thought it for your Purpoſe, Iknow your 
i Diſtinction of convenient and :incommmiecnt 
Jeſting would ſerve a Turn at a Pinch 
Bot you could not think that the Diſtincti- 
on of convenient and inconvenient Filthi- 
170% was either aſeful or Chriſtiun. Lou 
cut the Text in Pieces, and I keep it whole, 
which I am ſure is the beſt Way of ex- 
paining the Holy Scriptures, or any other 
Writing. Were there no Stage: plays in 
the Caſe, I am inclined to think, yoa would 
diſpute this Point no longer. The Apo 
exprefly, and inn termi nis, Mentions all the | 
_ three Sorts of #heatrical Mit, he mentions 
them likewiſe with a Contre-pclation to the 
olemnities and Nuties of the Chriftion 
Religion. And if any Body can think, 
that in theſe three theattical Vices, filthy 
peaking, fooliſh talking and jęſting. 
de had no View to the Thoatre itſolt, all 
ay is, ſcrong is his Prejudice andl Pre- 
. Poſſetſion in Favour of the Stage. Lhad 
almoſt forgot to i | 5 


[4 
— — V £2 
—_— 


(56) 


, 


[Role RK «farther; That i in Days 8 


the Apoſtle Paul, the Theatre was ram. 

pant. The Apoftle was well acquainted 
with the Terms of Art; For he wrote this 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians from Rome. Thole 
to whom he wrote, were as well acquaint 
ed with them, As Was he himſelt. And 
whatever we, who live at this Diſtance of 
Time, think, they were in no Manner of 
Danger of Miſunderſtanding him. I think, 
Sir, I may now leave it to yourſelf to de- 
termine, notwithſtanding your Prejudicez, 
whether or not the Word Zurrapelia fig 
nifies preciſely a well-bred . front (for no 
more you. will allow it to beat) or rhea. 
trical Fefting and Buffoonry.” Pray, ' Sir, 
look over my Paraphraſe upon ' theſe fit 
Verſes again, tho' you have at firſt deſpiſed 
it, and conſider, as . candidly. as you can, 
what I have now ſaid in ſupport of it: 
And if Ican ſo far prevail with you, I hope 
you'll be of another Mind as to the Law- 
fulneſs of Stage- plays. More, upon this 
Head, doth not occur to me at preſent, to 
convince. you of your Miſtake, May, Gov, 


by his Grace, ſupply what is wanting, and 


perſuade you, that you _ the fs $ 
Mlean⸗ 


18 ) 

Meaning (I don't ſay induftriouſly) only td 

avout the Stage. Judge now, as. Stews 
are forbidden by the ſame Laws, which 
forbid ; Uncleanneſs, whether or not, the 
Stage is forbidden by the ſame Law which 
forbids Filthineſs, fooliſh Talking, and Feſt 
ing, which are expreſly the Buffoonries of it e 
I can as little ſeparate, in my Idea, the Buſ- 
foonries of the Theatre from the Theatre, 
as you can ſeparate Uncleanneſs trom Stews, 


| aa that I do take Notice of the Word 


Revelling, and explain it, becauſe, I thought; 


and think ſtill, that it is not commonly well 
enough underſtood. But to what Purpoſe do 


I inſt, upon the Force of it? Is it to prove 


from our Tranſlation, that the Apoſtles for- 


bid Stage-plays ? That would be 4 very e- 
traordinary Attempt indeed. Whatever 


you do, I hope no Body elſe will think me 
ſo ſtupid. But if Revellings takes in all 
publick Shews, and the Stage among the 
reſt, (I have a Decreet of the Lords of 
Council and Seffion for what I alledge) and 


if the Word, in Euglaud, about the Time 
our Trapſlation was made, ſignified Plays 
and Interlude uſed in Noblemen's Hovufes 


ad. Inas of Court 0 a), 1 98 1 might ver y 
H | 


well 


"hay Same 5 Di8tonary 


58 : 

: well wy, * Is co) certain, ale in 
e Opinion of our Tranſlators, the Stage 
Is condemned as Heathen and Unchriftian, 
This T ſay ſtill, and more than this I did not 
Tay before. You, Sir, have taken Occaſion 

from your own Miſtake to prove upon me 
that by the Maſter of the Revels, is meant 

a Fuſtice of the Peace. 'The Morologi K 

Moriones and Merry Andrews were ſome. (iſ * 
times allowed to laugh at their own ſiſ . 
Jeſts. Tho' Reodlling may come from the 

French Word Reveiller, yet it was very 
Sood Exgliſo when our Tranſlation wa 
made. And both in French and Engliſh 
it hath moch the ſame Signification. For 
| Reveleurs ſignifies Wanton, Laſcivioi 
Shameleſs and Unruly. I ſuppofe our Word 
Reveldry or Ribaldry (for B. and JV. ar 
often interchanged) comes from the Rot 
Revel. For what I know, Fencing School 

are under the Office of the Maſter of the 
Revels, and an Act of Parliament, pet: 

haps leſs, might put Reading Schools and 

Writing. Schools under his Inſpection too 

But all this notwithſtanding, I ſhould not 

think that our Tranſlators, by the Word 
Revelling, condemn the Uſe of Arms, Read 

ing and _— And tho” Rom. xiii. 0. * 

N 


rd 


0 


C.2 } 
have rendred Komos' by rioting ; (perhaps 


they had better retained the Word: Revet- 
jms) and tho they knew what a Tumult 
and Mob was, and what was the Office of 
a Juſtice of the Peace, yet I do not think 
that with all your Logicks and Eygo's you 
can prove that they make 2 Fuſtice of the 
Peace a Matter of the Mob, or that a Juſtices 


Lind a Maſter of the Revels, are the fame 


Thing. This, Sir, I take to be one of Jour 
harmleſs Jeſts. | 


Bor, I think you are in earneſt, when 
ifter h having made Rioting and Revelling 
ypnonimous Terms, you conclude that Ro- 
mos and Aſotia are ſynonimous Terms too. 
| was always of Opinion, that a Tranſlation 
was to be corrected by the Original; and 
that our Engliſh is neither the Rule nor the 
Standard of explaining the Greek. And if 
your Argument is good ad hominem, you 
yourſelt muſt be the Homo. Pray, Sir, 
Don't be angry; for I cannot forbear to tell 
you, that this is one of the idleſt Things, 
hich YOu, as a Patron of the Stage, habe 
dropt as the main Ground upon which you 
Jah. when from it you conelude, That the 


* e only forbids exceſſive Os 
H 2 or 


>» .. 
or filthy Stage · plays; you might, with FT 
good Grounds, have faid filthy merry mal. 
ing and exceſs oe Kaze plays | 


As it is plain that it was the Opinion of 
our Tranſlators that Stage-plays are ſinfu} 
and unchriſtian, I ſaid and endeavoured to 
prove that they had not miſtaken the Mean- 
ing of the Zpoſt}es, And to this Purpoſe [ 
alledge That Komos is a Word of exten- 
Le five Signification, and takes in all yain, 
* Jaſcivious, ludicrous and jocular Repreſen- 
* tations; not only dancing and luxurious 
« Feaſting, but wanton, light, and amorous 
© Interludes (to which you add Flute-Mu- 
£ ſick), and that believe it is the very ſame 
& from which the Word Comedy is derived. 
Out of all which you allow nothing to be both 
meaned and forbidden, but only an Zxceſs 
of Merry-making, and a Debauch of good 
Fellowſhip. You give up Interludes to ſea- 
fon Debauchery © erith al your Heart. But 
you will not allow that Komos hath any 
Thing to do with vain, laſcivious, ludicrous 
and jocular Repreſentatians. And tho' you 
allow that ſuch Interludes, commonly 1 made 
Part of the Heathen Merry-making, and 


tho 1 have proved from Plutarch, that 
they 


in! 


1 
Ly 


they were the Zip-top of ſuch Entertain- 
ments, yet will you not allow them to come 
into the Komoi, nor ſuffer the Apoſtle to 
condemn them, tho' you condemn them 


yourſelf. O! Dear Sir, What is the Mat- 


ter? What makes you ſo ſcanty, ſo ſcrimp, 
ſo niggardly an Interpreter of the holy Scrip- 
tures? By this obſtinate and barefac'd Eva- 
ſion of yours, you confirm me more and more 
in my Opinion, that Komos doth take in In- 
terludes. Dancing and Flute-Mulick; you do 
allow ſometimes to go along with Komos,' 


| becauſe you think that no Body will con- 


demn theſe as unchriſtian Diverſions. But 
Interludes of any Kind muſt have no relati- 
on to the Word, tho' it was thought by 
Plutarch, who knew thoſe Entertainments - 


very well, that it was almoſt as impoſſible 


to make one of thoſe Merry-makings, with- 
out Menander, as without Wine; and tho' 


it was as nſual to ſend for Comedians on 
thoſe Oceaſions, as it is now with us to ſend. 
for Fidlers and Pipers to a Country Wed- 
ding; and tho' Plutarch tells us expreſſy 
(a) that Muſick, Dancing, Farces and Jeſt- 
ing, made up a great Part of Heathen Ban- 
queting, and further ſays, That no Body 
fs an can 

(a) sympoſ. Lib. 1. Queſt. 1. 5 Tp 


(: 6: 

can 9 that Komazo, N among other 
Things, ſignifies to celebrate and praife 
with Hymns and Songs, comes from Komos 
(a). And one of my modern Lexicographers. 
ſays, That he who was the Subject of the 

ong or Poem, was called the Maſter of 
the Komos (b): So Komax, which fignifies: 
_ &petulanr, talkative, but never a dranken or 
N Fellow, comes mn n 


I do allow that mites had 9600 Rea- 
fon to tranſlate Komos by Comme ſſutio; for 
Phutarch who lived long enongh at Rome 
to underſtand Latin, made the ſame Tran- 
ſlation before him (c). But he writes Co. 
meſſatio. And this Come ſſatio you take for 
the mere eating and drinking Part of good 
Fellowſhip. I believe you'll grant, that 
Pliny the Second's panegyrica} Oration to 
Trajan is one of the moſt exact and elabo- 
rate Pieces of all Antiquity, in which, fome 
maintain there is not one ſuperflons or ill 
choſen Word: And in that very Oration, 


he places commeſſatio 0 for fo I find it there 
writ- 


60 sympol. Lib. 75 Queſt. « 6. (6) Kah Saomins, 2- 
pellatur | is in cujus laudem . eſt ab aliquo e ( 
Sym- 
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C3 
written) among the ludicrom Arts {#)- 


So, Sir, you juſt gain nothing at all to your 


Purpoſe from the Latin Tranſlation of Ro- 
mos, fince the Romas of the Greeks, and 
the:Comeſſatio ot the Romans, were juſt of 
the ſame Kind and Natute, I fancy I am 
better founded to ſay, that Komos hath no- 
thing to do with eating and drinking, than 
you are in ſaying that it bath nothing to do 
with Interludes. The Latin Word Aſſare 


ſignifies to ſing without a muſical Inſtru- 


ment, as it ſometimes, when the Inſtrument 
is ſubjoined, ſignifies playing without ing 
ang. And Aſſamentum ſignifies a Song or 
Poem of Praiſe, as Komos ſometimes doth. 
And what do yon think, Sir? May not the 
Word in Latin be Comaſſatio? J pretend 
no Demonſtrations in Etymologies. How- 
ever, 1 have Urfnus ſo far on my Side, that 
he tays the Word ſhould be writ with a, and 
not with e. Julius Cæſar Bulengerus e) 


ſays 


Sympoſ. Lib. 7. Queſt. 6. (4) Speaking of the e Times of 
Nero, be ſays, Et quis jam locus miſeræ adulationis mane>. 
bat, quum laudes imperatorum, /udis etiam & Conmeſſatio- 
nibus celebrarentur, faltarenturque, atque in omne ludibrium 
efteminatis vocibus, modis, geſtibus frangerentur ? ? Sed illud 
indignum quod eoden tempore, in ſenatu & in ſcena, ab 
hiſtrione & conſule laudebantur. Tu procul à tui culta Iudi- 
ra, altes removiſti - (g)-1Prymologicon Gerard! Jeans 

Ciſii 


$- "7 RE 
ſays, That · Komazan (a) ſignifies a mer 
Mimick. And now, Sir, tho perhaps you will 
not, I hope others will allow, that Komo, 
among other Things, fignifies interludes 
and that more properly than Exceſs in 
eating and drinking, which you reftri& i 
A 5 n 


I 6avr it as my Opinion, that the Word 
comedy comes from Komos, This you ar 

Jleaſed to call a Whim of a modern Cri. 
tick Scaliger. I might ſteal this Authority 
from you to favour my own Cauſe ſo 5 
as it goes, but until I ſee very good Reaſon 
to think otherwiſe, I rather believe he was on 
your Side. At leaſt Julius Ceſar Scaliger 
in his firſt Book of Poetickr (5), to me feen 
to ſay ſo. But had you yourlelt, Sir, found 
it out Yeſterday, I do think it much more 
ingenious and rational than what you have 
Arg upon, tho' ſopported with great An- 


. tiq uity 
Voiſi. Ca) Dictus eſt Kepator, comazon, nba mo 
eſſet & ridiculus. Apud Ziphilin. de Theatro, Lib. 1, 
Cap. 42. 


(6) juventus vacni temporis otio atque licentia noc 2. 
buſa, ſecuri vel heri, vel patroni, vel parentum, per pago: 

(nondum enim in urbes convenerant) diſcurrere: Legimus 

enim apud Livium comeſſationes, qui mos cum ipſo nomine 
mul ad nos deductas eſt, unde hos luſus quos vicatim exerce 
reat, Taps Toy wInv Y ag xdpas, apte comediam dixere. 


01, 


a 
tiquity, comparatively. ſpeaking. For i rec- 
koning from Cadmus, who firſt brought writ= 
ing into Greece, the Greek had been a writ- 
ten Language nine hundred Years before 
Ariſtotle ; ſo that with reſpe& to the Riſe 
and Origine of the Greek, he was pretty 
much a Modern himſelf. He con'd only 
gueſs at theſe Things, and ſo may we. Ge- 
nerally the Antients were but indifferent E- 
tymologiſts (5). Ot my Opinion, are Bu- 
enge rut (c, and Gerardus Foannes Poiſſius 
(a). It is true, Yofins thinks that Komos 
is derived from Chamus, or, as it is in our 
Tranſlation, 1 Kings xi. 7. Chemoſh, the 
Bacchus of the Moabites for whom Solomon 
built a Temple; and likewiſe ſays that Ko- 
mos was the God that preſided in the re- 
cian Comeſlations or riotous Feaſts; but all 
this notwithſtanding, be affirms that Comedy 


FELL. 


comes from. the Word. I think it needleſs 


to name ſome other able Criticks, who are of 


the ſame Opinion: Forl perceive their Au- 
thority hath no Credit with you. To this 
Komos, Bacc hus z OT Chamns, the Heathens 
conſecrated their Bacchanals, which con- 

1 ſtlſſted 


(8) Witneſs Varro de „Lingua Latina. (c) Orta eſt co- 
media arm 7s neuatey x der, quod eſt conieſſatum ire 
cantamtes. (a) e And. De Idolatria, Lib. 2. 

1 


N 
i i 
. 
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V 


liſted more of Plays and Diverſions than 0 
eating and drinking. Feaſting and playing 


at firſt commonly went together, as we find 
in the Account which Moſes gives of the 
idolatrous Worſhip paid to the Golden-Calf, 
Exod. xxxii. 6. And the People ſat down 
to eat and drink, and roſe up to play. And 
they ate and drank, that they might dance 
and ſing, and play the better (a). For tho 
the Grecians, a Nation of a light and gay 
Turn of Mind, could dance and fing with- 
out Drink, yet other Nations, and particu- 
larly the Roman, (b), thought it below 
their Majeſty and Gravity. 


Bor after all, Icannot allow myſelf to 
think that the Heathen gods gave Names to 
'Things. I rather believe that the gods of the 
Heathens had their Names from the 
Things over which they were placed 
as Preſidents and Protectors. Can any Man 
imagine that there never were any Songs 
of Mirth and Songs of Sorrow ſung, before 
the World had forfaken the Worſhip of the 
tiue God, and degenerated into the groſſeſ 
Idolatry 2 To ſoppoſo the contrary, were, 
in my Opinion, to do Idolatry too much 
Honour, by making it almoſt co-eval with 


Man- 


Cap. 6, (a) Nemo ſobrius ſaltat. Cicero, (b) Corneliv; 
Repos Vua Epominod. 


„ 
Mankind. It is IF for People to re- 
joice and be merry, when they ſucced in 
their Undertakings, and find themſelves at 
caſe ; and to be forry when under Adverſity, 
Calamity and Diſappointment. And to 
commemorate great Bleflings, and great Di- 
ſtreſs, they ſoon learned to ſing Songs of 
Mirth and of Lamentation. In Ireland, and 
in our own little Country, juſt at our Door, 
the ancient Inhabitants have ſuch Songs, 
and are accuſtomed to ſing them on ſui- 
table Occaſions. And theſe they never 
learned from Fews or Chriſtians, Greeks 
or Romans. The gathering in of the 
Harveſt, or the Vintage, was to the ancient 
Inhabitants of the Earth, a proper Occaſion 


for Songs of Mirth and Gladneſs; and to 


which the Nalmiſt alludes, when he ſays 
(a), Thou haſt put Gladnefs in my Heart, 
more than in the Time when their Corn and 
their Wine increaſed. Ot this Time and 
Occaſion of rejoicing, Horace's (5) Account 


ſeems natural enough. And that the People 


of Vrael might not forget their Gratitude to 
I 2 Gop 


(a) Plal. iv. 5 
(s) Agricole priſci fortes, parvoque beati | 
Condita poſt frumenta, levantes tempore teſti 


Corpus & ipſum animum —— 
| Epiſtol, Lib. 2. Epiſt. 1. 
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Gov on theſe Joytul Occaſions, he inſtitüt· 


ed, by the Miniſtry 'of Moſes (c), The 
Tias of Ingathering, which'is in the End 
of the Tear, when thou haſt gathered in 
thy Labour out of the Field. And that 
beautiful parabolical Song, Ia. v. 1.---Now 
will I fing to my Well-beloved a Song of ny 
Beloved, touching his Vineyard, &c. bath 
an Allution to theſe Vintage-ſongs, which 
the Prophet ironically, but moſt elegantly 
turns to the ſorrowful Strain: And Athenau 
ſays (d), that the ancient Grecians uſed 
Tragedy and Comedy at the Time of the 
Vintage, called in Greek Treynms,  Trigetos, 
from whence ſome derive the Word 77a 
gedy (e). 1 do think, Sir, that of all the 
Greek Derivations of the Word, you have 
choſen the worſt, when you make Tragech 
ſignify a Song of a Coat. For when 
AEſchylus has introduced that pompous 
Sort of dramatical Entertainment upon the 
Athenian Theatre, the People uſed to ſay, 
What Buſineſs hath Bacchus with this. | 
can no more believe that 'Tragedy did ori- 

ginally ſignify a Song of a Goat, than it ſigni- 
filed 


(c) Exod. xiii. 16. (d) Lib. 2. (e) Ariftophani 
ſcholiaſtes, in nubibus, ſays that an Actor of ancient Fables 
was Called Trvz-dzruer, 


1 

fied a Tale of a Tub, or that Comedy ſig- 
nifies a Song of a Village than that it ſig- 

nifies a Story of a Cock and a Bull. In this 
| give Mr. 4 Colm Credit, who makes 77a= 
gedy in the old Celtick Language, ſignify a 
Song of Sorrow. And Comedy, antithert+ 
cally confidered, muſt ſignify a Song of 
Mirth, If you will not take this upon my 
Word, you may, | conveniently enough 
converſe with the Gentleman himſelf, 3 
can fatisfy you as to this Particular, and 
likewiſe, in Thouſands of Inſtances, can 
ſhew that there is a ſurprizing Affinity be- 
twixt the Cælticł and the Grech, and many 
other Languages. You ſee, Sir, what Rea- 
{ons I have tor ſaying, that Komo, ſignifies 


it. 


Bur, tho' you | ſhould grant me all this, I 


| know you have one Reaſon left againſt 


Stage-plays being comprehended in the a- 
poſtolical Prohibition, mentioned Gal. v. 1- 
1 Pet. iv. 3. Rom. xiii. 12. That is, what- 
ever of that Nature paſt at the Heathen 
Merry-makings, or Comeſſations, yet re- 
gular Comedy, and far leſs Tragedy, could 
have no Place in their riotous Feaſts. I 

allow 


Interludes, and that Comedy comes from 


4 
# 
F 
p 
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allow it. Mi Plutarch, who knew ther 


very well, ſays that Tragedy was both im- 
practicable and improper on theſe Occaſi- 
ons. But, dear Friend! it thoſe irregular 
Plays are forbidden (and you yourſelf con- 


demn them), I am very poſitive that the 


moſt regular Plays go along with them. For 
the better Order you put them in, and the 
more magnificent and expenſive you make 
them, ſo much the worſe are they. A Fa- 
ther ( 7 ) of the Church thinks ſo, when 
he ſays, the Devil hath formed Plays aud 
Fefts into an Art. If Stage-plays are for- 
bid den in their firſt Elements and Rudiments, 
it follows, a fortiori that they are forbid- 
den in their Perfection, and greateſt Im- 
provements. If it is a Sin to divert out- 
ſelves with Revellings, it is ſtill a greater 
Sin to dreſs up theſe Revellings with Pomp 
and Magnificence, with Art and Eloquence, 
and all the Beauties of Poetry, to render 
them the more diverting and inticing. All 
the Difference betwixt the Komoz or Co- 
meſſations, and regular Comedy and Tra- 
gedy, is that the one is a more expenſive 
and alluring Sin than the other. „e 


CRY 


1I 5x 6VLD now FANCY to cotifider the 
Advantages which you ſay may accrue to 
us from your well regulated Stage, and that 
in a natural, civil and chriſtian Capacity. 
But I muſt firſt conſider your Scheme of 
Reformation. For this, Sir, the World 
hath waited in vain theſe Two Thouſand 
Three Hundred Years. And if you, in 
good . earneſt, expect it, 1 muſt ſay, tender 
is your Concern i in thoſe ſublime and edi- 


3 


fying Diverſions, ſtrong is your profane 


Faith, and great are your Tragi-comical 
Hopes. I ſay, if you expect it in good 
carneſt. For I can ſcarce think you do, 
when you ask leave to differ from me in 
an abſtraft and theoretical Point. I think 
you cannot mean that the Lawfulneſs or 
Sinfulneſs of the Stage is an abſtract and the- 
oretical Point; becauſe that is not a /pe- 
culative but a praQical Matter. If not, 1 
have always been miſtaken in my Notion 


| of Theory and Practice. If it could agree 


with what you ſay about Cato and the Fu- 
neral, I ſhould take your Meaning to be, 
„ Suppoſing the Reformation of the Stage 

oy the Queſtion betwixt you and 


me is, whether upon this Suppoſition, and 
« which 


on 


7a ) 

© which is no more than a mere Suppoſiti. 
< on, ſuch a reformed Stage comes into the 
« Apaſtolical Prohibtion“ 2 But I am entire- 
ly-at a Loſs, what to make of this abſtrag 
theoretical Point, when yon ſay (a), That 
the Looſeneſs and Immorality of the Stage 
in Time paſt, * doth not hinder the Rule 
to be good; and the Execution of it is 
far from being impracticable; nay, there 
* are Offices in Being, which if duly ex: 
& exciſed, would cut off all Complaints, and 
«* this Rule, in general, you ſum up in 40 
2 nden Lines of Mr. Fuße, 1. 0 FA 


0 Such ſounds (b) ha ſpould pleaſe. 0 
d e, 7 

4; « Fg Cato' s ſelf had not aut i 
wy hear. wit 
« « And i in | Place of Cato, you allow, me. to 
* put in Mr. Chillingworth, or the late ex: 


©.cellent Principal Hamilton. None off 


the Three, ſo far as I know, have left us 
any written Directions about Sage len 
And of the Three, I only knew Principal 
Hamilton, and ee him much. . But 


— Pag. 7. 
:(b) Pope ſays, Plays a beuer ond rel Smd. 


0 1 hi 


I find if I take out Cato, Chillingworth or 
Hamilton, would take up too much Place in 
the Line. What think you of the Apoſtle 
Peter? Might not that «i as well? And 
then the Line would ſtand. 


50 As Peter's rel had not Jiſdain'd to hear. : 


But when 1 conſider again, that it is not | 


the Practice of any Man, no, not the Ex- 
ample of an Apoſtle, or of a Miniſter of 


Edinburgh, that is to be a Rule and Stan- 


dard of our Morality, I do not think it 
worth the Pains to make any Alteration. 
We are to be Follow ers of none, but in ſo 
far as they are Followers of Cyzisr. And 
for this Reaſon I cannot think with you, 
that Mr. Pope's Words are admirable, be- 
cauſe they cannot ſerve us as a Rule in judg- 


ing, which is a clean, and which is unclean 27 
play. And for the Poeſy of them; I have 


read better in Sternhold and Fopkins. 
However, yon come cloſer to the Point of 
a pratical Reformation of the Theatre, by 
propoſing Cato a Tragedy, and the Fune- 
ral a Comedy for Standards. I am much 
obliged to you, for inſtancing no more ſuch 


Periormances. It is now fall Twenty Years 


K ſinde 
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<C74) 
finds 1 thou alc W Stage an Süchliläen 
Diverſion, and on that Account I have loſt 
all Taſte of Stage Poems, and have given 
over reading of Plays; tho' I eannot ſay, 
but fince that Time, E have read very bad 


Books in the Way of my Profeſſion. And 


upon your Recommendation, I have taken 
the Trouble to read your Patterns, and am 
far from being fatisfied with the Swatch. 
Men are very fond of their own Projects, 
and are apt to believe Things very eaſy 
and practicable, until they begin to try the 
Execution, of them, And you think you 
cauld eaſily bring to bear, what Men of 
great Knowledge of Things and Men, what 
1 of Power and Capacity have given o- 

The Fathers never propoſed a Refor- 
b of the Stage, even when the Em- 
pire was in Chriſtian Hands. Betwixt an 
unlimited Toleration of the Theatre, and 
total Suppreſſion of it, Hiſtory ſhews, that 
a Medium hath been of little avail. It is 
true there was a Law made in Higland. 
in the Reign of King James I. of that 
Kingdom, inflicting Mulcts and Penalties u- 


pon theſe Actors of Plays, „who ſhould re. 


« cite or interpret Scripture, or revile the 


« Sacraments, or the Book of Common 


Praye 


= m a9 r nd bd his fo," ww YA - 
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(75) : 
Pra yer, or any Part thereof, or jeſtingly 


and prophanely uſe the Name of Gop the 
« FATHER, or of CHRIST IIS us, or 
*.of the Hory Grosr, or of the 'I x 1- 


*x1Ty, in any Interludes, Stage-Plays, 
« Rimes or Pageants. And the Reaſon is 
good and chriſtian, that is, Becauſe the 
Name of Gov is never to be uſed but with 
Fear and Reverence. And tho' the Rea-! 
ſon is of a moral and chriſtian Nature, and 
thus the Law is enforced with divine and 
humane Authority; yet the Impudence of 
Stage Poets and their Actors, have ſfucceſs-' 
fully defeated it. At Athens, where the 
5570 was under the Direction of the Se- 


nate, and eſteemed a Matter highly worth 


the Regard of the State, there were ſeveral 
Laws made about the Regulation of it. 
Themiftocles made a Law, that no Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould reſort to the "Theatre ; and 


long before his Time, it was a Cuſtom long 


obſerved, not to admit any one upon the 


Theatre, but ſuch as ſung or ſaid honeſt 


Things. Alcibiades, for the Impudence ; 
of Ariftap hanes, obtained a Law againſt | 
the old — 508 In the Ixxxv. O07 Iympiad 


there was a Law enacted againſt all Co- 
medies; but this Law within leſs than four 
K 2 „ Years 
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» Years was repealed. But with all their 
Care, and all their Regulations, theſo Athe. 
ans at laſt found, that the beſt Way was 
to abdicate the Theatre altogether. It 
would be tedious to run thro' all the Af. 
fronts the Stage hath received from Hes. 
then and from Chriſtian States, from Fa- 
thers and Philoſophers, from Politicians an- 
tient and modern; and all the Diſgrace and 
Infamy that hath been put upon it, by Ci. 
vil and by Canon Law. None of theſe that 
oppoſe the Stage ever dreamed ot a Ne 
formation, as a ſufficient Redreſs of the 
Grievances ariſing from it. But, Sir, the 
Matter betwixt you and me is ſo contrad. 
ed, that it becomes unneceſſary to tum 
over Hiſtory to know the Opinion of the 
World about the Stage, as uſed in different 
Nations, and different Ages: Aud it I did, 
the Judginent of the World muſt come out 
againſt yon. And you your ſelf acknow- 
ledge, that to this Day your Reformation 
is wanting, and, I believe will be to the End 
of the World, even to bring it to your own 
Standard of Cato. Of this Opinion is Sir 
Richard Blackmore, a Perſon as well ac- 
quainted with the Nature and Management 


.Y 


of 


8 
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of the Play-houſe as your ſelf. 


4 


X 6 


Tho' I do 
not know you, Imay ſay it at a Ventuer. 


1 HATworthy Gentleman fays (%% 00 The 


« chief Cauſe of the Immorality of the 


« Theatre, is the ill Taſte of the People, 
i vho notwithſtanding they have applaud- 
© ed ſeveral clean and regular Tragedies, 
%“ ſach as Cato, — yet ſtill: frequent and 
« encourage the looſeſt Comedies. It 
% happens that the greateſt Part of Men 
« of Wit and Humour, who not being 
«eaſy in their Fortunes, work for the 
ee Stage, and are daily Labourers for the 
« Muſes, ly under a Neceflity ot bring- 
« ing | thoſe Productions to the Market, 
« which are in Faſhion, and therefore 
« yendible, whilſt others, tho' of ever fo 
« much greater Value, would be turned 
© back upon their Hands, Nor would the 
« Actors, who live by their Employments, 
& gs the Comick-writers do by theirs, un- 
% dertake to repreſent an innocent, and 
«much leſs a Comedy of much higher 
« Merit. Tho' ſeveral Afaults have been 
* made upon the Comick-poets in Faſhion, 
$ and many Batteries have been raiſed 

* againſt 

(a) Preface to his Eſſays, Page 44, anno 1716. 
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& againſt the Theatre, yet hitherto they 
& have proved unſacc-feful The Stage 
* is become impregnable, where looſe 
Poets, ſupported by Numbers, Power 
« and Intereſt, in Defiance of all Rules of 

4 Decency and Virtue, ſtill produce Dew 
e Snares and Temptations to ſeduce the 
* People, and corrupt their Manners, not- 
« wWithſtanding the earneſt Cries of this 
« great City that importune theſe Writers 
< to reform the Theatre, and no longer 
« to infect her Youth, and draw their In- 
t clinations from their profeſſions and Em- 
< ployments ; notwithſtanding the Sighs and 
« and Tears of many once flouriſhing, but 
“ now diſconfolate Families, ruined by the 


« giſſolute Lives of their chief Branches, 
« who loſt their Virtue by frequenting the 


« fatal Entertainments of the Theatre; 


4 notwithſtanding the wife and ſober Part 
« of the Kingdom, earneſtly ſolicite them 
* 2 ſpare the People, to ſtop the ſpread- 
ce ing Plague, and ſtay the deſtroying Pen, 


« they perſevere with intrepid Reſolution, 


« and inexorable Oruelty to poiſon the 


Minds, and ruin the Morals of the Na- 


< tion. he Actors, we may ſafely con- 
'& clade, are not reliraingd by ſuch rigor- 


ous 
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ens Precepts of Virtue, but that they, 
„ill always be inelined to preſent thoſe. 
, Performances, which will beſt fill the 
* Houſe, and promote their Intereſt; and 
therefore Fic will: readily humour the. 
: « vitiated Taſte of the Audience, by adt- 
(ing t the moſt. immoral Plays, whilſt they. 


find their Account in doing fo : And that 
« which confirms this Obſervation, is, that 
they never, as far as. I have heard, re- 
jected any Comedy merely for its Looſe- * 
* nefs, tho? I believe they have rejected ol 
© many for Want of that entertaining, "1 
© Quality.” 


You ſce, Sir, there's no Reformation 
ct the Stage to be expected, either from 
poets, or from Actors, or from the Audi- 


ence. The Plays corrupt the Audience, 
and the Audience in their Turn, ſpoil the 
n Plays. Before the Looſeneſs and Immora- 


ity of the Theatre can be corrected, the I 
Minds of the People muſt be firſt endued 


* With a virtuous "Taſte. And for this, the 
8 Stage , neceſlarily wants foreign Aſſiſtance: 
und therefore, as you deſire to ſee the hap- 
ey Day, when Theatrical Performances 


' ball ſhine with 4 juſt Dignity and à chaſte 
Mor ality; 


$0 ) 
Morality ; do not contemn or diſcredit the I ſi 
Preaching of the Goseer. Take my Ad. ot 
vice (and I give to you as to a Child) don't tb 
diſparage the Preaching of the Word of ar 
Gop and of Salvation, by comparing it th 
with dramatical Performances. For the | th 
Gosvxr in itſelf is ftubborn, and will not A 
yield to the wicked Cuſtoms of the World, ¶ de 
And when the Miniſters of it, faithfully de. thi 
clare the whole Counſel of their great Lord he 
and Maſter, there are Hopes the Minds of 
the Hearers may be informed with other 
and more commendable Notions of 'Things, 
than ſuch as they now learn from the 


Theatre. 


I faid, That it is not in Point to ar. 
«< one that Stage-plays are not, nor can 
< be condemned by the Gosvzr, becauſe, 8 
« when well reformed, there is nothing in I 
© them contradictory to natural Morality I the 
«© or good Reaſon.” So that if I have can 
proved that the Stage is condemned in the i Ch: 
holy Scriptures, it is more than my Under- I wot 
taking obliges me to, to conſider the Subject: ¶ wit! 
matter of Plays, and all the Reformation I one 
which they are capable to admit. I have If of t 


taken a ſhorter Way, and, I think; have Poet 
ſucceeded [+ 


:(.9t 

« | focceded in it. 1 know * both yon and 
. | others, think I ſhonld have rather attacked 
'the Stage from the Nature of the Thing, 
and. ſhown by the Notion of Morality, 
i that it was immoral ; and then concluded 
e that it was forbidden by the Gospzr. 
A Gentleman of a neighbouring Kings 
dom, an Officer in the French Army, upon 
the taking of a Town in Flanders in which 
he was, told a Countryman of mine, that 
the Confederates had attaked the Town 
in the wrong Place; for if they had attack- 
ed it any where elſe, the Garriſon could 
have defended it ten Days longer. And 1 
was of Opinion that to attack the Stage, Juſt 
upon the Immorality of the Thing, would 
r. be an endleſs Work. However, Sir, to 
an humour you a little, 


in Lr the Stage be reformed, even beyond 
ty || the Standards of Cato and the Funeral, I 
ve cannot think you would exclude all vitious 
he | Characters trom Plays. If you did; they 
t. | would make but poor Pictures, all Lights 
a. without Shades. And as Oppoſites illuſtrate 
on one another, Virtue itſelf would loſe much 
ve of the Advantages with which Dramatick 
we Pocts nnd to ſet it off. Now; whilſt 
405 E. e 
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the wicked, profane and villainous Part is 


acted, and the moſt horrid Criminals (as 
is uſual in Tragedy) are repreſented; the 
Author firſt, the Actors next, and then the 
whole Audience, enter deep into all the 


Paſſions. It would diſcover a Want. of 


Taſte, and an inſenſible and obſtinate Stu- 


pidity, not to be moved with ſuch lively 
Repreſentations. Plutarch, I am jure, 
ſomewhere ſays, © That he who is moſt 
* deceived with Plays, beſt anſwers their 
00 End and Purpoſe.” And can you think 
that a good Chriſtian ſhould. allow himſelf 
either in Jeſt or in Earneſt to be wrought 
up to the Height of wicked, impious and 
immoral Paſſions. And that the Audience 
as well as the Actors enter into all the 
Humours that are brought upon the Stage, 
is evident from their loud Laughter, and 
from their Tears as Occafion moves them. 
We ſhould, in my humble Opinion, baniſh 
intirely from our Minds, all wild, immoral, 
boiſterous, furious and impious Ideas, as 
we would preſerve our Souls fit and living 
Temples of the Horx Gnosr. And per- 
haps I might ſay, that the Apoſtle (a) had 
ſomething like this in View, when/ he. ſays, 


8 . Let 
(a) Eph: iv. 29. 


Co ) 


Zet 10 corrupt Communication proceed out 

of your Mouth, but that which is good to 
be Ofe of edifying, that it may liter 
Grace unto the Hearers ; and grieve not 
he Hory Spmrr of bp, whereby ye. are. 
|| /caled unto the Day of Redemption, And 
ſure I am it can admin iſter no Grace either 
to the Actors or Audience, to hear Sem- 
froniuss dying Speech in your Standard 
Cato . 


Girſe on my Stars! am I then loom to al, 

By a Boy's Hand ? disfigured in a vile 
Numidian Dreſs, and for a worthleſs Woman d 
Gods I am diſtracted! This my Cloſe of ans ig 
67 for c a Peal of Thunder that would mate 
_—_ Sea and Air, n Heav'n and Cato 2 


A ny OY LOH, wo 


"> 


d "1 atkiiawkedgs this is very cloſs in wogk 
n. tick Character, but I think it inconſiſtent 
h B with our Chriſtian Character, to ſuffer ſuch 
al, ideas as theſe Words convey, to enter into 
as our Minds, And though they ſhould be 
ng denied Acceſs by the more judicious Minds, 
yet how muſt the Actor be affected when 
ad he ſtrains and ſtrives to become the bold 
JS, proud Villain whom he perſonates. And 
itt L 2 we 
) A& iv. Scene 2. ee 
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we make the Actor's Fault become our 
own, when for our Sake, and for our Ap- 


plauſe and Encouragement, he defiles 
his own Soul, with aQing the wickedeſt 
Things of the wickedeſt Men. A Father 
of the Church (a), his paternal Authority 
a Part, hath well ſaid, © Other Crimes only 
© pollate thoſe that commit them, but Plays 
© make Actors and Spectators equally guil- 
« ty: For whilſt theſe willingly look on, 
& and by that Means approve thoſe, they 
* becomeguilty of the Sin mentioned Rom. 
* ij. 32. Who knowing the Judgment of 
Cod, (that they who commit ſuch Things 
* are worthy of Death) not only do the 
© ſame; but have Pleaſure in them that do 
7 them.” | 


"OR writing this, I peruſed the Prince 
of Conti's Treatiſes againſt Sheevs, and | 
had ſome Thoughts of ſubſtituting his Words 
in Place of the preceeding Paragraph: But 
perhaps it may de better rather to give you 


both, that I may bear home the Argiithent 
with the more F orce. 


(a) Salyianus de gubernatione Dei. 


S 
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4 Tr is impoſſible, /ays he (a), to conſi - 
« der the Buſineſs of a Player, and to com- 
« pare it with the Chriſtian Profeffion, with» 
ont being ſenſible, that there is nothing 
© more unworthy of a Child of GOD, and 


of a Member of Jzsvs CHRIST, than this 


„Employment. I do not ſpeak of the 
* groſs Immoralities only, and the diſſo- 
© Jute Manner in which the Women appear 
* on the Stage, becauſe thoſe who Juſtify 
© Plays, always ſeparate thoſe Sort of Dif 
© orders from them in their Imagination, 
© though they are never ſeparated in Effect. 
e ſpeak only of that which is abſolutely 
« inſeparable from them. Tis an Employ- 
« ment, the End of which is the Diverſion 
“of others: Where Men and Women ap- 
« pear on a Theatre to repreſent the Paſ- 
* fions of Hatred, Anger, Ambition, Re- 
A venge, and chiefly that of Love, they 
* muſt expreſs them as lively and as natu- 
rally as is poſſible for them; and they 
« cannot do ſo, if they do not in ſome 
Manner excite them in themſelves, and 
« if their Souls do not take all the Changes 
« which we fee in their Faces. Thoſe 
* then who "I a n of hg 
| muſt 
(a Second Treatiſe, p. 1 


© vs 

« 'muft de in ſome Meaſure touched with * te 
* „hilt they repreſent it; and it is not © C 
e to be imagined, that they can preſently „P 

« efface from their Minds that Impreſſion, . , 
„ Which they have voluntarily excited, and 1 1 
< that it doth not leave a great Diſpoſition I Bod 
* to that ſame Paſſion, which they have 1. 
_ been ſo willinghy ſenſible of, 'Thus Plays Thi 
are even in their Nature a School fob 
- Exerciſe of Vice, ſince it is an Art in 
« which one muſt neceflarily excite in him- 

« felt vicious Paſſions. | And if we conſider, 
& that the whole Life of Players is eraploy: . 
« ed in this Exerciſe; that they paſs it ins 
< tirely either in learning by themſelves, or 
« rehearſing among one another, or in te. 
* preſenting it to Spectatörs, the Image of 
« lome Vice; and that they have ſcarce: 
. any Thing i in their Minds but theſe Fol- n 
60 lies; we ſhall eaſily ſee, that it is impoſ- 
« ſible to join this Employment with the 
4 Purity of our Religion. And thus it muſt 
ce he o wned, that it is a prophane Employ- 
« ment, and unworthy of a Chriſtian; that 
& thoſe who exerciſe it are obliged to leave ſl 
« jt, as all the Councils command them: * 
And that by Conſequence it is not al- Fun 
£ lowable to others to contribute to main- 
— tain 


$7 ) 
1 cr tain them 1 in. Aa Profeſſion contrary to: 2 
+ [© Chriſtianity, or to it bi * * N 
« Ake. 


q Tux Reaſori, Sir, 1 you = e 4 
8 Body call for a Reformation of the Stage, 
e is, that there are a great many undecent 
' Things ſaid upon it; that Expreſſions too 
0 leud and prophane, and Speeches too bold 

n and impious, enter into dramatical com- 

1} pofitions ; for tho they be never ſo much 

in Character, there's no good Man that ce can 

bear them. Some Vices, or ſome Repre- 

ſentations of Vices are ſo groſs, that they. 

offend a Chriſtian and virtuous Mind, and 

this Offence being occaſioned by the Sinful- 
neſs and Vice of the Imagery, it follows, 

that all vicious Characters whatever have 

ſomething in them very remote from Mo- 

rality and Chriſtianity, A very wicked and 

very leud Repreſentation, and ſuch a vici- 

ous Repreſentation. as rather pleaſes than 

offends. an Audience, are both of them un- 
chrifinn, and differ only in Deere: 3 


| You are pleaſed, Sir, to ſtate a Caſe * 
1 primitive and apoſtolical Deciſion. . ; Your 


n- Fords are, 15 Should this Queſtion , have 
binn "« been 


- 
, EW4 


deen propoſ, 


(WI 
ed in the primitive Times, 
& whether ſuch Entertainments were to 
have been encourg ed, or totally prohibit- 


« ed? I imagine the Anſwer would have 


ce been given without Heſitation, That what- 
ever was conducive to the Practice of 
* Virtue, inſte ad ot being unlawful, is Praiſe- 
« worthy.” And I imagine the Arfiver. You 


make is but ſhifting the Queſtion, The Plays 


as they were, as they are, or as you would 
have them, muſt be ſuppoſed under the 
Conſideration of an apoftolical or a very 
early Chriſtian Council. And then, I muſt 
think, the Anſwer would have been, Abokiþ 
totally; and not your general Norman An- 
ſwer, which leaves Place for a ſecond Con- 
ſultation, becauſe the Difficalty lies in ap: 
plying the general Maxim to the particy- 


lar Caſe. You have unluckily appealed to 


the primitive Chriſtians and Fathers: Fot 
though they had Stage-plays often under 
their Conſideration, they never once pro- 
poſed a Reformation, but ae enadbel 
ned them ſimpliciter. 


Inos rp to remember that it is yout 
Opinion that the Abuſe of the Stage tends 
to enervate the Minds of the People, and 10 

pre- 


Wie! 


* += 


9 : 
grepure them * e With miny Po3 
ktieians you agree in this Particular. And 
how then comes it tò paſs that you are ſo 
fond of the Stage, as ts think it worth your 
Pains to attempt the Defonco of a reformed 
Stage, which the World hath no Reaſon to 
hope for. Had it not been more adviſeable, 
more Chriftian, to have fuffer'd a very few 
good Plays, according to your own Account; 
to have periſhed with a Multitude of 
bad ones, than for the Sake of your long 
expected Reformation, to preſerve a dane 
gerous and euſlaving Theatre. The Stages 
Ike fonts old faulty and ruinous Houſe, 


ſhould "rather be pulled down than re- 


paited; and the very Rubbiſh ' ſhou'd be 
entirely retnoved in order to clear thg 
Ground fot a new Foundation, My Friend) 
It is pleading for a well regulated Stage 
(and I know none that defend it upon any 
other Pooting) that hath kept wicked and 
immoral Plays ſo long in Reputation. Our 
Country, till of lates was unacquainted with 
the Theatre, and yet our People were fully 
as moral and as religious before, as fince a 
Play-Hotife hath been erected for the Im- 
provemone of their Minds and Manners, 
And yet one would think, by your Plead- 
NM ings, 
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ings, that the Ez was abſolutely ne- 


cellary. for the Reformation of the Waun 


Isu411 ſappoſe, that to anſwer the Prince 
of Conti's Objection and mine, you ſhould 
take out of Plays every vile and wicked 
Character, and that nothing ſhall be heard 
upon the Stage that can offend a Chriſtian 
Ear; but all ſhall be ſtrict Morality, moral. 
I; taught; then you and I may bid Fare- 
wel to one another. For I oppoſe the Stage 
only as an Unchriſtian Diverſion, and ſuch 
a Stage as this, would be no Diverſion at 
all. The Theatre then would become a 


Porticus, a School of moral Philoſophy, 


againſt which I am not obliged, by the 
Title of my Appendix, to ſay a Word. But 
that the Stage is a Means of Inſtruction, is a 
mere Pretence unſeaſonably inſiſted on, 
when an inder expurgatorius is as much 
wanting as ever. Tho' Mufick and Poetry 
have been made Uſe of for religions Purpo- 
ſes, and have been employed in the Praiſe 


and Adoration of our great Gop and 'Cxe. 


Aron, yet it hath commonly been pervert- 


ed to Diverſion, And.tho' in Poems, whe- 


ther Epick or Dramatick, there are here 


and there ſome moral, and religions Senti-' 


ments 
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ments interſperſed, yet all of them taken 
together do not amount to one Tenth 
Part of the Morality contained in Solomon's 
Proverbs, or the Tenth Part of the Devo- 


tion to be found in his Royal Father's P/, almg. 


The Heathens, at leaſt moſt of them, in- 
tended no more than Diverſion in their 
theatrical Poems. When the Stage was put 

in Repute in France, during the Miniſtry of 
Cardinal Richelieu, Diverſion was the only 

Aim. In the Days of King Charles the Firſt, 
Sport and Diverſion was all the Uſe pretend- 
ed to be made of Stage-plays. And now to 
begin. to talk of theſe Plays as a Means of 
Inſtruction, as noble and ſublime, as the 
warmeſt Incentives to Virtue, and the moſt 
powerful Preſervatives againſt Vice, is to 
ſpeak of them, not as Plays, but as Lec- 
tures of Morality, it is to anticipate the 
Commendation of a Thing not yet in Be- 
ing, and to ſubſtitute ſome new imaginary 
Method of Inſtruction in place of them. 1 
remember to have ſeen, in the Hands of Mr. 
Charles Gildon, a Project of his in Manu- 
ſcript, for promoting Virtue and Morality, 

But tho? he himſelt was a Dramatick Poet, 
he removed it from the Play-houſc and tho 
e Method. Some ingenious Per- 
M 2 ſon 


(7 9m )) 


ſan was to compoſe a Spuech, With all che 


Flowers of Oratary and Rbetorick, and 
then he bimſelf, if duly qualified, or ang. 
ther Perſon indued with all the Graces and 
Advantages of ſpeaking, was to pronounce 
it in a Houſe to be built for that Purpoſe 
in the Center of Zincaln's-IgurSquarc. And 
Sir, it you intend to raform the Stage from. 
all Unobziftian Expreſſi ons, and convert it 
into a Chapel af Eaſe for Lactuxes of Mo · 
rality and Viꝛtue (which think is not meh 
wanted at preſent), theres one Thing 
which 1 take the Freodam do put yan in 
Mind of, that is, to employ no Preachers 
of Morality but ſuch whoſe Lives are mo- 
ral. For when it happens that a Miniſter 
of the Gospzl. ſpoaks ſuch Ahings as bear 
hard upon the Hearers, his Life and Con- 
vorſation is diligently ſcarched into, in or- 
der to find out ſome Faults of his to ex- 
cuſe their oon. Vour Actors, or Orators 
muſt be brought into Repute. For there's 
nothing more abſurd than to value the Art, 
and at "the ſame Time to deſpiſe the Attiſt. 
You mult try if you can prevail with the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh or Herderwick:to . 
make them Decor of moral Eloquence. 
And after all, 1 THER gladly know what 
| great 


(839) 
Igteat Difference there Would be bwin 
turning all Play-honſes into philoſophical 
Ichurches, and chutting them up altogethers 
lam afraid, Sir, your Audience would be 
very thin, and if your Moral Lectures wers 
as expenſive as are the praſant Plays, your 
Doors would ſhut of their own Accord,” But 
while your ſublime Method of promnting 
Virtue is ſtill carried on in the dramatic 
Way, tho' no worſe Performances ſhbuld: 
Jever come upon the Stage than Cato, or tha 
uneral, I do think they are actually for- 
bidden in the Goseer, and are e d 
Ti — in themſelves. : | 


r 1 THWE, Sir, you inlinuute (a), * The- 
edy ſtands clear of all apoſtolical Prohibj- 
tion, becauſe it never was a Part of the Ko- 
noi or Come ſſations: It is very like; for, as 
| obſerved from Plutarch, it was both im- 
proper and impracticable. The Machine» | 
ry uſed in it would have made it an Enter- 
tainment fit only for a State, or a powerful 


. and wealthy Prince, to have treated with. 
e ut do you think, that it ſtands as clear of 
O Wrilehinels, ' fooliſh Talking and FJeſting? 


m were not cleaner ben your |. 
u i ee 
it 0 Pu 21. 


| dd. 
Standard Cato, there was both Filthineſs I ,, 
and fooliſh Talking in them. By fooliſh or 

Speaking I do not mean the merry Andres I tre 
Part, but much idle and unprofitable Speak- I . 
ing; and this, you ſay, is loudly exclaimed oh 

' againſt in the Holy Scriptures. It is a long Ich. 


% 

expenſive Tale, finely gilded over with the me 
þ Beauties of Poeſy, and all to very little Pur- ¶ bi. 
poſe at beſt. The Moral of Plays is com- Jol 
. monly; ſumm'd up in the hſt Lines; and the 
| Caro concludes. ooo en eee aint Taos 
1 * * 855 $9933 199 yel 
. | From beuce bt Jaws contending Nations know the 
4 What dire Effetts from civil Diſcord. flow: if the 
[ Nis this that ſhakes our Country with Alarms, the 
1 And grues up Rome a Prey io Roman Arms; ſel 
T * Produces Fraud, and Cruelty, and Sirife,,, api 
And robs the guilty World of Cato's Life. ; are 
4 And I have ſeen more Senſe much bet- ful 
l ter inforced in an eighteenthly of a Ser- Ned 
x mon, than theſe fix Lines contain. Ci- 'Þ hat 
| vil Diſcords did deprive the World of the I ma 
| Life of a Man, who choſe rather to take it ſino 
j away with his own horrid Hand, than to the 


enjoy it by the good Will and Favour of 9 


t 

| 

| Cſar. A Man who would not wait for I Poe 
| better Times, nor ſee hig Country Ye 


but ( 


( 95 ) 
but in his own Way. The Speech of Semi- 
pronius (a) is ſo naughty, that I forbear to 
tranſcribe it. Tragedies are in themſelves 
worſe than Comedies. My Reaſons I have 
giren already. Comedies of low Life, are 
the moſt harmleſs, or might be made the 
moſt harmleſs of all; and yet theſe kre for- 
bidden, Epheſ. v. 4 And tho" Arlequir's 
Jokes may be harmleſs in themſelves, and tho” 
the Morologia of the Moriones of the No- 
man Theatre might have been innocent too, 
yet Chriſtians are not allowed to divert 
themſelves with them. The Stage defiled 
them, and ſo doth it defile Tragedies, tho 
they were not ſinfal and unchriſtian in them- 
ſelves. The Argument acquires Force when 
applied to them. At beſt they were, and 
are but Plays, an improper Kind of Jeſts, 
Fictions of Fictions, Shadows of Shadows, 
full of tuperfl nous, unprofitable, filthy, wick- . | 
ed and hurtful Speaking. If the Apoſtle. 

hath directly condemned one Branch of dra- 

matical and theatrical Entertaiment more 

inoffenſively managed by Menander, than 

the other Part was managed by /#/chylus, . 

Sophocles, Euripides, or any other Tragicx 
Foet __ [ know. of 5 _ . no mote 


% - on . 
* 
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tw) 
of the Greoiats Hate had their Works | pte 
ſer ved, and cannot think, that rn 
Tragedies were known when the poll 
wrote to the 21 Phefians) I am as well per. 
ſuaded as 1 can be of atry Thing, that he 


chi not except Tragedy when he condemn« 
ed Comedy, 1 dotht if in the Apoſtſes 


Days there were atty Tragedies acted; at 
leaſt ' nothing occurs to me at prefent, to in. 
duce the to think that there were. A Man 
mut not withont very good Grounds be 
poſitive as to ati hiftotical Negative : Tthere- 


föte leave this. Matter of Fact undetet- 
mined. | | | 


„ 


ly pleaded fot the Stage, that it recom- 
mends Virtue and ridicnles Vice; that is, 
When it is any ways regular; for often it 


reëcomtnënds Vice and ridicules Vitte e, jul 


as the Poet and Andience cat agree. But 


ſuppoſing the deſt, that Virtue is never dteſ- 


ſed tp in a ridienlons Mariner, and that 


Sin and Wickednefs is never put in an ho- 


noutable Apparel, and that many, take their 
Word, are edified by them. Suppofing, f 


ſay all this as true, as it is falfe in Fact, the 


Thing is prohibited, and we onght to 
Of- 


11 1 T took Bote, that it is common - 


| A EE 
forbear. And if J have proved the Dis 
„Inne Prohibition, all you ſay, or can ſay, 
tho' you ſhould ſay twenty Times more 
than is true in Favour of the Stage, and all 
the happy Effects it might have upon us 
Jas we are Men and Chriſtians, is entirely out 
„Jof the Caſe ; becauſe Things innocent and 


even uſeful in themſelves, may be forbid- 
at Iden by a divine Law, even when the ſafe 
W Whſe of them is not next to impoſſible; ſo that 
n our Inſinuation of the Loſs which Man- 
de kind might ſuſtain in their Civil and Chri- 
0 ian Capacities, ſnould they be deprived of 


; well regulated Stage, can never Weaken 
ny ſcriptural Proof, which I have brought 
zgainſt it. But the Truth is, the World can 
Wuffer nothing at all by a total Abrogation 


1. f Stage- Plays; For as I have ſaid, GOD 
5, Þ bath provided another Way for the Re- 
t formation and Salvation of a loſt World 
1 * and they are therefore out of their Duty, 


who have recourſe to any prohibited 
Means for attaining that great and glori- 


© ous End. And what did all the Wit and 
Wiſdom, all the Poeſy and Proſe, all the 
Eloquence and Oratory of the World, a- 
vail, towards the Reformation of Man- 
kind, before the coming of our LO Rn 


— 
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LL. a. 
Is us? Nothing at all. The World bi 
% grew worſe rather than better, under ſa 
& all theſe polite Helps to Piety and Vir- [ 
« tue. And (a) after that in the Wiſdom | 
& of Gov, the World by Wiſdom knew not tl 
© Gop, it pleaſed Gop, by the Fooliſhneſi L 
&* of Preaching, to ſave them that believ:, 
& And all thoſe that know that true and 

* godly Re formation begins at the Heart, 
© touched with the Grace of Go, wil 
& never ſeek Help from ſuch Strollers as 
e this World generally affords.” In Oppo- 28 


ſition to which you ſay, “ That the Syl- ha 
« tem of Chriſtianity is abſolutely perfed, x 
« but the particular P recepts muſt be ex ** 
cc plained and enforced | to our /queamiſ Gl 
« Minds, and that too, f requently and we- et 
7 riouſly, ſometimes warmly, and other RN 


& times in cool Blood, now with a grave, 
* and now. with a milling Countenance, " 

By this, Sir, you muſt conclude the Neceſ- 
ſity of Stage Plays, as a Chriſti an Means dl 
reformin g the World, or you ſay nothing 
to the Purpoſe. I did not think that ny 
Words could have offended any judicious 
Chriſtian. I ſay, © For the Recommen- 
et dation of Virtue, the Gos p EIL doth not 


& want the Aliſtance of the Stage. And IN 
belie ve 


(a) 1 Cor i I, 21. 
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believe you are the firſt Chriſtian that ever 
ſaid that it doth. When I ſay the Gospgr, 
do not exclude Goseer Means and Ordi- 
nances. So far from that, I mention one of 
them, which the Apoſtle calls the Fboliſh- 
neſs of Preaching. I appeal to Hiſtory and 
Experience, for the Inſufficiency of the 
Stage, and all other human Methods for 
the Reformation of the World, and the A- 
mendment of Men. I might be pretty 
large on this Particular, having not long 
ago preached upon 1 Cor. i. 21. But per- 
haps that were to prevent my ſelf trom do- 
ing it to another Purpoſe. Muſt your the- 
atrical Scheme in the Clouds ecclipſe the 
Glory of the Gospkl, as the only Method 
of turning Men from Darkne/5 to Light, 
and from their Sins to God? Peruſe your 
Catechiſm, and ſee if Stage Plays are a- 
mong the ordinary Means whereby CHRIST 
communicateth to us the Benefits -of his 
Mediation and Redemption. Pernſe your 
Bible, and fee if theatrical Performances, 
or any other particular Diverſion whatever, 
is recommended to us as a Means of re- 
forming Mankind. You are very far out 
I ſaying, © 'That if a well regulated Stage 
* 1s to be baniſhed as ſuperfluous, and even 

N 2 e 


(sis) 
& ſinful (as implying an ImperfeQion in the 
K 4 Leriptore) you can ſee no way to ſave 

* moral Converſations, Eſſays and der- 
mons, which all muſt be given up, in 
0 Conſequence of the ſame Principles.“ 
There are no Means canting for our In. 
ſtruction and our Growth in Grace, but 
what are mentioned and recommended in 
the Holy Scriptures, And if you plead for 
the Neceſſity of Stage-Plays, then you, not 
I, make the Scriptures imperfect. For 
hateyer we want as a Means of Reforms: 
tion, is neceſſary in order ta it. Reading 
| the Holy Scriptures, hearing and preach: 
ing the Word of Gov, Prayer, Praiſe, Me- 
ditation, Chriſtian Converſation, and the St: 
craments of the Neew Teftament, are all of 
them Means of Salvation of a Scriptural 
Authority. And becauſe Stage-Plays are 
not mentioned among them, you muſt not 
make them equally neceſſary and ſybſeri 
ent to us as we are Men and Chriſtians, 

7 But, Fir, you exceed your ſelt, when you 
pretend that the Stage is a neceſſary Mean 
of inforcing the Precepts of the Gos 
vpon our Squeamiſh Minds. What is this 
For the Sake of our Squeamiſh Minis, mul 
the Things of Gov, and thoſe that tend 
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Goten 
to the Reformation and Salvation of Man - 
kind, be burleſqued and atted upon a The- 
atre, either for our Diverfion or pretended 
Inſtruction ? O ty, Sir, I am heartily ſorry 
you ſhould talk ſo profanely upon ſo im- 
portant a Subject. I did think and ſay, 


That all thoſe who know that true and 


« godly Reformation begins at the Heart, 
cc touched with the Grace of God, will ne- 
« ver ſeek Help from ſuch S trollers as this 
4 World generally affords ;” nor call upon 
them with O's and Exclamations to de- 
claim for Virtue and againſt Vice and Im- 
morality. Do the Holy Apoſtles, the firſt 
Preachers of the Gosrx1, demean them- 


ſelves and their ſerious Subject to accom- 


modate their Inſtructions and Exhortations 
to the Squeamiſh Minds of the Hearers 2 
Do they any where laugh and jeſt and di- 
vert themſelves with the Things of Salvati- 

on 2 Do they cloath the Doctrines of the 
"ors EL with light and juſory or ludicrous 
Expreſſions ? Do they make a Play of 
preaching Repentance and Salvation? No: 
they in good earneſt go directly to the Bot- 
tom of the Diſeaſe, and plainly, gravely 
and ſeriouſly hold forth the Remedy. 


Were! 1 ſure that you. have the Honour of 


preaching 
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102) 
preaching the Gos PEL, I ſhould conclude, 
I that your Sermons were modelled upon 
; Plays, more than upon the Holy Bible. 
The Apoſtles and Primitive Preachers were' 
neither M »untebanks, nor Merry Andrews, 


5 nor Zragedians, But it is my Comfort that 

your theatrical Method. of reforming the 
i World, and preaching the Gos pEIL, is a9 
f Secret the chriſti an World never knew — BÞ 


re. No wonder, for there is not the leaſt 


eite of it to be fou nd upon ſacred Record. 0 


Bor if you was for an extraſcriptural 0 

4 fſuccedancum, you have very unluckily pitcht , 
5 upon the Theatre as a collateral Means of 8 
{ Salvation. Much do you differ from the ] 
4 young pious Prince of Conti; He ſays, © It 1 
i « is true that the Deſign of Plays is to N 
| e move the Paſſions, as thoſe who have { 
0 te treated of Poetic do agree: And on c 
p « the contrary the Deſign of Chriſtianity is 0 
5 « to calm, to weaken and to deſtroy them, 6 
j te as much as is poſſible in this Life. "Tis 0 
| d therefore that the Scripture teacheth us 
ih 0 that the Life of Man upon Earth is a1 
| 3 0 continual Combat. The Fleſh makes c 
. 4 a cruel War againſt the Spirit, which 0 
= Cannot. live but by mortifying the Luſts | « 


0 of 


. 


82 

« of the Fleſn. And as Examples have 
&% a great Power over Men, at the ſame 
Time, the Stage propoſes to us its Heroes 
ee abandon'd to their Paſſions, Religion pro- 
<« poſes to us Jesvs Cnrisr ſuffering to de- 
« liver us from our Paffions. Thoſe who 

© run after the firſt Look upon CHRIST 


« crucified as Fooliſhneſs and an Occaſion 


« of Scandal. But thoſe whom he calls'to 
the Participation of his Glory, by deny- 
«© ing and renouncing their luſtful Deſires, 
ee look on him as the Power of God and 
« the Wiſdom of God.” 'That Prince knew 
as well as you, what is pleaded for the 
Stage. He was as well acquainted with 
Plays as moſt Men. For he kept, in the 
Days of his Vanity, a Company of Come- 
dians in his Family. He allows that it is 
faid that © Plays are a Repreſentation of 
« Vices as well as Virtues, becauſe a Juſt 
ce picture muſt repreſent its Model fach as 
« jt is, and that the Actions of Men be- 
« ing mingled with Good and Evil, it is 
« by Conſequence the Duty of a dramatick 
Poem to repreſent them in that Manner ; 
But this is ſo far from having any ill 
« Effect, that it is quite the eontrary. I 


e cannot, ſaith he, better ſhew the Weak- 
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© neſs of this Objection, than by anſwers 
« ing that the Remedy i is worſe than the 
« Diſeaſe. Such is the Corruption of the 
ce Heart of Man; But ſuch likewiſe is that 
ce of the Poet, who after having ſhed his 
c Venom thro” the whole Piece, in a delicate 
4 and agreeable Manner, ſuited to our Nature 
« and Conſtitution, thinks to be quit for 


« ſome moral Diſcourſe put unto the Month 


E of an old King, who is commonly repre- 


« ſented by a very ill Actor, whoſe Part 
« js diſagreeable, the Verſes dry and lan- 
J ouiſhing, and often bad, but always ne- 

« oligent at leaſt.” And upon Suppoſition 
4 the Theatre is reformed, that it ad- 


mits nothing but what is chaſte, and that the 


Paſſions are repreſented in the moſt decent 


He ſays, * I yet maintain it is not the leſs 


« contrary. to the Chriſtian Religion: And 
« 1 dare even affirm, that this Appearanca 
of Decency and the Retrenchment of 
« immodeſt Things, rendets it much the : 
& more dangerous. None but Libertines f 


could ſee indecent Pieces; the Women 


(c. 
Sof Quality and Virtue would have a"Hor- 


Kita "ox * 


Manner imaginable (which is as much as 
your Standard of Reformation amounts to). 


es 


8 rot of them: : Whereas the ates Stats 
© of Plays (that is French Plays which are 


much more decent than the Engliſh), 
doing no Violence to the Modeſty. natu⸗ 
* ral to the Sex, they do not defend them- 
« ſelves from a Poiſon, more ſecret and e- 
„ qually dangerous with the other.” And 
tho" you think the Stage might be of ſingu- 


lar Uſe to Religion, he is of Opinion, : 
& That Gov hath not choſen the Theatre 


© as the Place upon which to make the 

2 * Glory of his Saints and Martyrs to ſhine, 
* or to give Inſtruction to thoſe whom he 
« calls to the Participation of his Heritage. 1 

And whatever may be done hereafter by 


the Theatre, it is his Opinion that No- bo- - 


dy thinks of it as a warm Incentive to Vir- 
tue and a powerful Preſervative againſt 
Vice, when he ſays, © That it is very pro- 
% bable that no Body ever thought of pre- 
% paring themſelves to ſee a Play, by Prayer, 
ſince the Spirit ot Gop would much ſooner 


% lead one to ſhun this dangerous Diverſi- 


„on, than to ask his Grace to be preſer y- 
« ed from, the Corruption which is there 
« met with.” The Stage he thinks would 


be 4 very imperfect Means of propagating 
0 | 


«© the 


— 
CL 


. 106 d) 

he 8 Becauſe the preateſt Pars 0 
* Chriſtian Virtues are incapable of apearing 
<= upon it. Silence, Patience, Moderation? 
Divine Wiſdom, Poverty of Spirit, and Re- | * 
at pentance or Penitence, are not Virtues, the 
'& Repreſentation of which can divert Specta - 
E tors, and eſpecially one never hears any 
< mention of Humilityand bearing of Injuries, £ * 
& What a poor Hero of a Play would an 
«© humble and patient and religious Perſon 
make? There muſt be ſomething great and I © 
elevated in the Eſteem of Men, or at leaſt = © 
« ſomething lively and animated, which is w 
« not to be met with in the Chriſtian I St 
© Wiſdom and Gravity. And therefore i th 

6 . thoſe who have introduced any Saints on of 
© the Stage, have been forced to make them ¶ in 
< appear proud, and to put Words in their I we 
« Mouths fitter for the Heroes of ancient 
4 Rome, than for Saints and Martyrs. The 
Devotion too of theſe Stage-ſaitits W 
4 : a little gallant.” 


Lr your Mind be ever - fo kanns 
I cannot think the Theatre a proper Vehitle 
to convey faving Knowledge to it. SI n, 
 Squeamiſhneſ7 is not to be humoured; and] 
let me help you with a Vomit. Mr. Richard ( 
Baxter, 


( 207 .) 
Baxter, fays (a), ©.Gop hath appointed a 
6 ſtated Means of inſtructing Souls, by Pa- 
de rents, Miniſters, Ce. which is much more 
« fit and powerful than Stage-plays. And 
« it is doubtful whether Play-houfes be not 


00 a ſtated Means ot Man's Inſtitution, ſet 


© up to the fame pretended Uſe as the 


“ Church and Miniſtry of Cxrrsr, and fo 
© be not againſt the ſecond Commandment, 
For my Part, I cannot defend them, if 
“ any ſhall ſay that the Devil hath aptly 
4 made theſe his Churches in Competition 
„ with the Churches of CuRIsr.“ Thus, 
what you imagine, tends to recommend 
Stage-plays, is, in the Opinion of others; | 
the ſtrongeſt Objection againſt them. One 
of the Reverend Miniſters of this City be- 
ing told by a Gentleman, that our Strollers 
would be Aſſiſtants to the Miniſters in re- 

commending Virtue and rediculing Vice, 
anſwered very well, That he did not like 
ſuch Collegues: : Nor ſhould I be very for- 
ward to give them the Right Hand of 
Fellowſhip, as Brethren in Vocation. And 
tho our Judges have declared Stage-plays 
a lawful Diverſion, yet I do not believe, 
they will grant Comedians a Licence to 
0 2 pireach 

© Cindi DireRory Page 688, Edit, 1707. Txt 


OR”. NDS ty LT (at. "oe oe; EEE IT he Ro EST TT + If. r ä He "es -x 5 5k ad g 
r 2 — 2 n . — , —— x : \ * 3 8 
r r Py 9 2 ; . . - — « - 


uy ee ee „ en — - = <yant ny, a4 —_ 
2 — uy . — — — 22 9 — ay * 


222 


„ 7 n TRE 62 


es EF 


vey — ap T 
* DET TIES = A IT g 


2 —_ 


_—_—— —— — 


ML wa 


oo ——_— 
© y * * 
: — on 
* 
. 


> — ne — — 


— breach the Gos PEL in their: ſublime: drama: 


* Way, or to play with the Things of 
God and Salvation. You have an unmeaſu- 
rable Conceit of your own projective Ta- 
lent, to fancy that Stage- plays, hitherto fo 


inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, may * Slate 


wi fi ngular Uſe to Religion. 


1 have faid (a), That the Sins of the 
« World call for Rivers of Tears and not 


| C1 * for Laughter. It is a poor Sport to make 


merry with your own or the Sins and 


[3 2 * of others. 7he bleſſed Man doth 


& not ſtand in the Way of Sinners, no- 
cc © doth. he fit in the Seat of the Scornful, 
« But \ Fools make a Mock at Sin. Mr. 
« Fjilmer acknowledges that no Vice but 
% ſuch. as the Audience may fately laugh 
&© at, onght to be brought into a Comedy, 


dc And ſince all Vi ces are Sins, none at all 


& ought to be brought upon the Stage, 
E for our Diverſion.” You perſuade your- 
ſelf, Sir, that I have been miſled by the 
Ambiguity of Words. But if I am miſled, 
I am. not ſingular in the Miſtake. : Mr. 
Baxter, in his firſt of his fifteen Rea» 


dans a the es 19 6 Players per- 


S ſonate 
0 Page 59. 


( ies ) 
« ſonate vices commonly vitionfly, that is 
« without Need, reciting ſinful Words, 
© and repreſenting ſinful Actions, which 
« as they were evil in the firſt com- 


e mitting, ſo are they in the needleſs 
« Repetition. Eph. V. 3 4, 12. But For- 


« nication and all Uncleanneſs, vr Covetouſ- 
ce neſs (or Luſt) let it not be once named 
© among you as becometh Saints: Neither 


«. Filthineſs, nor Foolifh Talking "207 E. eft- | 
« ing which are not convenient; but rather 


«yr giving of Fhanks.-----For it is a Shame 


© even to /peak of theſe Things which are done 
* of them in ſecret. And becanſe they are 


« ſpoken and ated commonly without that 
© Shame and Hatred and Grief which ſhould 


< rightly affect the Hearers with an Abho- 


«© rence of them; and therefore tend to re- 
< conciſe Men to Sin, and to tempt them 


© to take it for a Matter of Sport.” And 
having this great Man's Authority on my 


Side, I am the leſs ſenſible of being miſled by 


the Ambiguity of Words. Many Errors ariſe 
from not diſtingaiſhing enough, and ſeveral 
from diſtinguiſhing too much. You allow that 
none but Fools would think the univerſal 


Sinfalnefs of the World, a Subjoct for 


Laughter. But when you come to Parti- 
culars, 


110 1 
calars, you. juſtify that fooliſh and wicked 


Sins in their Turn, what is this, but to 


make the Sinfulneſs of the World a Subject 


of Laughter and Diverſion ? Adultery is a 
Sin, and for which we ſhould always be 
forty, and which, when it is the Subject 


of our Thoughts and Diſcourſe, ſhould al. 


always affect us with Grief, It is an At- 
front put upon our great Good and Law- 
giver, our heavenly Father and our dear 
Lord. and. Redeemer. It is likewiſe a dan- 
gerous, if not a mortal Wound given to 
poor. Spirits, which are of great Value in 
the Account of Gop. And yet the Crimi- 
nal and Soul-fick Wife and Gallant, and 
the injured Husband are dreſſed up in 
ſuch ridiculous Colours, as to make them 
the Subject of the Sport and Langhter of 
the Audience for ſeveral Hours together. 
Sure you could not find in your Heart to 
make merry with any 'Thing offenſive to 
an earthly Parent, or ruinous or hurtful to 
a. Friend. But while you take your Di- 


verſion with the Sins of Men, your God 


and your Neighbour's Soul, are not in all 


your T houghts. Some that defend the 


Stage 


Practice. For if I am made to laugh at 
4080 and laugh at another, and laugh at 
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Stage do ſay, That Vice muff 2 gut on 
the Livery of a Fool before it can be ridi- 
culed. And Mr. Filmer, I told you, was 
ſo ſenſible of the Sin of making merry 
with Vice and Wickedneſs, hae” be ſays 
no Vice .ought to be brought into a Co- 
medy, but ſuch as the Audience may ſafely 


laugh at. And, I ſay, the more of the Foal | 


any Vice is made to wear, the leſs of the Cri- 


minal appears about it. Crimes can make 


none, but mad. Men laugh. And when- 
ever we happen to make our ſelves merry 
with them, they then appear to us only 


as ſimple and unſinful Follies. Their natural 
Horror muſt be laid aſide, or covered over 


with the Livery of Folly. And what Right 
have we as Chri ſtians to diſguiſe our own 


Sins, or the Sins of others, to take away any 


Part of their hideous Deformity, for our Di- 


verſion 2 Doth not this, as Mr. Baxter ſays, 
tend to reconcile Men to Sin, and to 
tempt. them to take it for a Matter of 
Sport. . Allow me to give you the. Prince 


of Conti's Thought upon this. 1 quote 


him oft, but 1 hope much to the Parpoſe. 


His Words are thus tranſlated, (a) © The 
8 Heaſteg. of Plays, is an evil W 
be- 

Is Scand Treatiſe againſt Plays, 5 12. 


| C22) 

E becauſe it commonly ſprings only. from 
a Source of Corruption, which is ex- 
& cited in us by what we there ſee; and, 
« to be convinced of this, one noods only, 
« conſider that when we have an extream, 
cc Horrour of an Action, we take no Plea - 


« ſure in ſeeing it repreſented : This is 


& what obliges the Poets to conceal trom 
« the Eyes of the Spectators all that may 
« give them that diſagreeable Horrour, 
4 When we do not feel then the ſame 
« Averſion for the fooliſh Paſſions and 


by * thoſs other Irregularities which are te- 
preſented in Plays, and that we take 


& NEE in beholding them, 'tis a Sign 
« that we do not hate them, and that they 
ce excite in us, I know not what, Incli- 
ec nation for thoſe Vices which figs from 


© the Corruption of our Hearts. If we 


« had an Idea of Vice according to its na- 
* tural Deformity, we could not bear the 


« Image cf it: And therefore one of the 
« greateſt Poets of this Age (a) obſerves, 
that one of his beſt Pieces was not agree - 
« able to the Stage, becauſe it ſtruck the 
e Minds of the SpeQators with the hor- 


« rible Idea of aProſtitution, to which a holy 
6c — 
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* Martyr had been Sen But chat 
« 'whfich' he draws from thenco for ths 
- Jaftification of Plays, which is, that the 
« Theatre is now ſo chaſt, that ind 
Objects cannot he ſuffered: there, is that 

* which manifeſtly condemns them. For 
© one may learn by this Example, that We 


« approve in ſome Manner of all that wo 


«ſuffer, and which we ſee: with Pleaſure 


4 on the Stage, ſince we cannot ſuffer what 
Conſe - 
0 quence, there being ſtill ſo much Core. 
% roption and vitious Paſſions in thoſe 

4 Plays which ſeem the moſt innocent,” it 


we have in Horror. And by 


«is a Sign we do not hate thoſe Irregu- 


«larities, ſince we take Pleaſure in fde= 
6 ing them repreſented The Paſſion} 


appears without Shame and without: Infas 


my, and the Audience glories in being 
touched with it: Thus, the Mind by little: 


and little, grows familjar-with-it;; we leam 
to ſuffer it, and to ſpeak of ity and them the: 


Sul lets itſelf gently ſlide into it, following 
the Bent of Nature. Of this Pe can 1 f 
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(3)- Efay on Man, Epiſt. II. lin. 29. 
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| N is 4 s Monſter 7 fo frightful Mein, - „ 8: 
As to be hated, needs but to be ſcen x11 
But ſeen. 700 oft, familiar with her Face » Hf 
| e, Ras, they pity, then embrace. te 
F 1 0 0 

oY: RE is nothing” more kari | to a 
Like than that which takes off the 'Hor- te 
ror of Sin, and deſtroys that which re- c 
ſtrains Men from oommitting it; And this 
nothing can do more efleckually than to 
turn our Crimes into Sport aud N 
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2 il day, Sir, It dme PE denied 

« that Faults maypoſſibly be baniſhed mere 
E.ly by the Force of Ridieule.“ Lou lay 
ſach a Streſs upon  pofibly, that I may 
well imagine that this is one of Jour Poſ- 
ſibilities which are next to impaſible. And 
it this could poſſibly happen, it would be 
no better than baniſhing one Fault with 
another, or making many Faolts in amend- 
ing one. 1 acknowledge that Men maybe 
mocked ont of little ſinleſs Follies. Mr. 
Rich can baniſh or rednee a Wig· dag to 
a; moderate "Seize, ot may make a Re- 

| duction of a few: Patches. | He can take An 


Oaken Stick out of a Gentleman 8 a 50 
and 


E --— 0 


d, 
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and Jocky-belt 7 his Waſte, tho' he 
were a Judge of the Nation, and make 


him put on his own Cloaths inſtead of bis | 
Footman's. But 1 can never perſuade my 


ſelf: that a Play-houſe performance ca 
take away one ſingle Sin out of the Heart 


of Man. Did I not tell you, that true and 


and godly Reformation begins at the Heart 
touched with the Grace of God. And 
can. you, without Jeſting now, expect 
that God will ſo bleſs your ſporting with 


Sin, as to make that very Diverſion a 


Means of any Man's Converſion 2 Alas! 
Dear Sir, you little confider what a Hold 


our Sins have of us, when you imagine 


that it is ſo eaſy, a Thing to get free from 


them. When did you ever ſee an Op 5 
preſlor jeſted ont of his Plunder? WII ä 
a well, bred Afront or a witty Saying, pu- 
rity the Heart and change the Inclinations 
of an unclean Perſon ? If this were a pro- 
per Method ot reforming the World, and 


redueing Sinners to Repentance and the 
Obedience of the Juſt, it is ſomething very 


ſurpriſing, that the Inhabitants of the Play- 


bouſe are not better reformed. They dwel 
in Sports and Plays, and live by Rid icule, 


and never mend their Manners. Their 


aH e e one Kd, CY beſt 
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— Cuſtomers too, are not always the 


1 and We e of 1 
Nation. | 


- 0 e hath « a Rrange Notion pre. 
vail'd. with the gay and unthinking Part of 
Mankind, concerning the great .Advan- 
_ tages of *Ridivule. Some ure for making 
it a"Standard of Truth, and the Teſt of 
evory Thing truly great and noble. In their 
grave and folid Judgment, what can bear 
it muſt be true, and what can be made ridi- 
culdus muſt be falſp. "The Superſtition and 
Enthufsaſm of the World, they maintain, is 
owing to the Soleinnity and Sertouſneſs 
with which Religion is treated : And are 
ready to lament the Folly and ill Policy of 
the Heathens, who did not rather choeofs. 
to expoſe and ridicule the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion upon the Stage, than to write againſt 
it, or to perſecute to Death thoſe who 
profeſſod it. They are therefore for trying 
the Truth of every Thing, and of dur holy 
Fiirh among the reſt, by Riditule, But, 
with their Leave, I think it doth not ſhew 
much of the Politeſſe d' Eſprit, to ſet forth 
a Trifle in a ſorious and important Man- 
ner, nor to dilplay a ſolemn and weighty. 
Mat: 


4.0 


Matter in a ridiculous and triffing Marini 


It is true Eloquence to manage our Sub- 
jet with ſyitable Words, and to make our 
Expreſſions keep a Proportion to the _ 


ter, whether it be light or weighty, If it 


is one of the favourable Prejudices upon 
which Men's' erroneous Opinions in res 
ligions Matters ate founded, to talk of 
them in a grave and ſerious Manner; t 


is what cannot be helped. For 1 can "tte 
more hinder'my ſelf from being grave and 


ſerious, when 1 ſpeak of ſerious Things, 
than J can hinder my {elf from lavghing 


at a good Jeſt, 'To make us change Stiles, 
is an vnjoft and an impracticable Preject. It 


is impræcticable, becauſe no ne but a Fool 


will ridicule ſerious Matters. Ard tho? it 


could take Plate, it would be unjuſt, becauſe 


a lerious Matter ought to be ſeriouſiy ages : 


For {nſtance, to burteſque Religion in 


der to try its Truth, were to put the Pre. 
judice againſt it; whereas to Judge Impar- | 
| tially. we! muſt bu every Thing in its own 


and not in a borrowed Light. We know 


it is a % men Method to Tet Men firſt a | 


Laughing, in order to impoſe vpon their 


Vaderſtanding. And therefore my Lord 
Ala Juſtly fekens all merry and jo- 


coſe 


WM 0 
cole. Men very ngerous Counſellers of 
State. bir, if you are not in Jeſt when you 
pretend to reform the World, and to turn 
Men from their Sins unto God, don't think 
upon Ridicule as a proper and effectual 


Means. For it ever it hath any Force to 


make Men forbear ſome outward Sins, it- 
is not becauſe they are Sins offenſive to 


Gov and hurtful to Souls, but as they are 


ſinleſs Follies. Ridicule can only expoſe. 
them as ſuch, and only as ſuch can it 
correct them; for the Effect always 10 . 
lows the Nature of the Cauſe. e 
To ſhew the $uccelh of Ridicule, 3 your 
think fit to mention the Rebuke giyen by 
Zlijab to the Prieſts of Baal, who mock- 
ed N and ſaid, 1 Kings xviii. 27. Cry 
aloud; for he is a God, either he is a tall. 
ing, or he is purſuing, or he is on a ur. 
ney, or peradventure he 'fleepeth and _ 
be awaked. It you read the Context, you 
will ſee, that this was without Succs For 
the Prieſts of Baal continued in their Ido- 
latry, and ſuffered Death for it; and the 
People was convinced that the GOD of I- 
rack was the only true GOD, when Eli. 
aß 8 Sacrifice was miraculouſly conſamed 
IP on 
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with Fire. from Heaven. But if 125 1 
adduced th is Paſſage to juſtity Men's mak 
ing Sport and Diverſion with Sin, I do think 
you have miſſed your Mark. I admit there 
ate Ironie and Sarcalms in the Bible, and 
chat this Paſſage is one of them. Our bleſe. 
Y led SAVIOUR, Matth. vi. 7. lays, But when 
Je pray, uſe. not vain Repetitions, as the, 
| Heathens do; for they think that they ſhall, 
be heard for their much Speaking. And fo. 
| | the Prieſts of Baal called upon the Name 
of Baal, from Morning even untill Noon, 
ſaying, O Baal hear us. And this they re- 
peated over and over. They „ to 
be heard for the Labour of their Lungs. 
Their Idolatry was groſs, and their Man- 
ner of Worſhip was abſurd. The Prophets 
Words are a ſtrong and a ſharp Argument. 
againſt both. He reaſons with them, as 
you ſay, ab al/urdo. No more I Pekin” 
you intend to make of his Argument. Sure 
you cannot ſay, that the Prophet diyerts 
himſelt with their Idolatry. If he did, we , 
may, ſafely renounce his Example as our 
Rule, in Morals. And is there not a very 
great Difference betwixt a ſtrong Argument, : 
or a, ſharp, Rebuke uſed againſt Sin, and 
making aSport and Diverſion of our 1 or 
other 
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25 abſurdo, and I allow them to be ſtrictiy 


5 615 148. 5 | | 
other Mens Sins 2 I allow: of: 3 


eoncluſive too. And though they are not 
fo direct Proofs as Arguments and Demon- 
ſtration a priori, we need not fall out about 
our Logicks: But then, I hope, in Return, 
you will allow, that ſuch Arguments are 
not a Subject ot Laughter, or a Provoecati- 


on to it. If you'll peruſe but Euchds E. 


ments, either by Barrow, or by des Chales, 
you ſhall find ſeveral Demonſtrations con- 
cluding O, E. A. which is abſurd; And, 


though perhaps Lam as little Proof againſt 


a Jeſt as ſome other Men, yet I muſt con- 


feſs I never laughed at any of them. I 
cannot judge of you by myſelf; for I have 


known ſonie People laugh at holding up 
a Finger. But, Sir, can you ſeriouſly think, 
that a Man who goes to the Play-houſe for 
his Diverſion, (and not one of a thouſand: 


80 to that Place with a more commend-. 

e Defign). can keep his Character as a 
Chriſtian'i in laughing at all the Crimes which 
are there burleſ qued, and are made the. 
Subject of Sport Hor the Audience? The 


very. beſt that can be ſaid for him, is, that 
he is ſo well diverted with the Play, and 


lapghs ſo heartily at what he ſees and hear 
that 
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that he forgets that Sin is the Subject: 

And thus, for the Sake of a Jeſt, he doth 
not think that it is a Sin, or he thinks the 
more lightly of it, and is thereby inured 


to think as little of 1 20 out of a | Play: 
houſe as in it, 


„* o W that the Diem per wy Sin 
calls for our Sorrow, and Rivers 47 Tears 
but you add, that Oceans of Tears can, 


have no Influence as to the Remedy. And 


you think it a more proper Method to ſet 


Men a laughing to burſt the Auſceſ of 


Wickedneſs in their Breaſts, than to induce 
them to mourn and weep for it. Sure you. 
cannot-mean, to ſet a Man a laughing at 
his own Sins, in order to lead him to Re- 
pentance; for that would be a tragi-comi- 


cal Kind of Contrition. And for your 


laughing at the Sins of other Men, it is 


ſtill, in my Opinion, to fall under the Cha- 
rater of Solomon's Fool, who makes a 
Moc at Sin. It can have no good Effect 
upon you, and as little upon them. Nei- 
ther you nor they, by Means of Mirth and 
Diverſion, ſhall ever be induced to love 


your Sins, as Sins, the leſs, But how you 


come to ſay, that Oceans of Tears can have 
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no Influence as to the Remedy of Sin, 1 
cannot imagine. You and 'I believe; that 
it is only for the Merits of the Lozp Jx- 
sus Chxisr that our Sins are pardoned ;/ and 


that he hath given himſelf for us, to re- 


deem us from all Iniquity, and purify un- 
to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works (a). 1 hope you'll admit, that Re- 
pentance is a Mean, and an abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary Pre- requiſite to Pardon of Sins and 
Amendment of Life. And how then hath 


it come into your Head, and how hath it 


come out of it, to ſay, that Tears have no 
Influence as to the Remedy of Sin? Are 
not Tears of Repentance a proper Means 
of putting away Sin? We are command- 
ed to -mourn for our own, and to mourn 
for the Sins of others. Bis a Duty both 
of natural and revealed Religion, and it is 
ſomething like Profaneneſs, to prefer Redi- 
cule as the more' apt and powerfa] Means 
of the Reformation and Salvation of Man- 
kind. It will be for your Honour to retract 
this as an Inadvertancy, as I hope you will 
all that you have ſaid in Favour of the 


Stage, and believe, for the Reaſons that [ 


live md that it is in itſelf a ſinful Di- 
F verſion, 
@) T.. 11, I 46 
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verſion, and is Prohibited in the holy Serie: 


| tures, 


. — . 


'Y OUR « Concluficn is, The Ws not. 7 8 
ing in itſelf ſinful, we are uot to wreſt Serip- 
ture to prove an abſolute Prohibition of it. 
I do not take this for an Innuendo that 1 
wreſt Scripture induſtriouſſy from an Aver- 
ſion conceived. againſt the Stage. I am 


obliged to. believe you have a better Opini- 


on of me. Men get Notions of,. Things 
ſometimes by Reaſoning, and ſometimes by 
Tnclinations. I was a very young Man 
when I firſt. took up my. Opinion of the 
Sinfulneſs of the Stage. It was not from 
the Remarks that I had made upon Plays, 
Actors, and the ill Conſequences of theatri- 
cal Aſſemblies. I had no Prejudice againſt 
Stage- plays more than againſt any other 
Diverſion, though even then, I am ſorry, I 
had, ſeen ſome in Britain and abroad, It 
was only by. perufing my Bible that I had 


formed a Judgment againſt them as an un- 


chriſtian Diverſion. I own I had not great 
Strugglings with wyſelf to look upon them 
as ſuch; ſceing, at beſt, they were only a 
Diverſion, which a good. Chriſtian, upon 
ho: leaſt Suſpicion of its Vnlawfulnefs onght 

| 2 to 


5 2 Sao re: — > wk — * ** 2 
a - | I ©. — 8 IEEE - 2 » wha i ae Ha 
— — % —— 2 — — — XS _— — - _— 
* +» 4... 4 2 — — 2 — 72 — Tx IC — — 
— — — 22 2 —̃ v— r 2D: * 4 — -- 9 — 
= 3 n 7 0 2 _ : E 8 8 K Pu 


=> > 
SS 
© as ain” . 


* 2 —— — — No - - - — 
— _—_ 3 $nek AI I om — — — — 2 2 — — —— 
2 WW. * — "OR 2 5A... — Ret . 
— 2 - — — © - = c 
= 2 —— A 


ä RENEE IEEE 
> ERIC 3. 
W arms * >. oe . 


. 
r r 


— 
2 — _ 


. —-— ].. , ESIEER 


——— 


2 


— ——— — 9 


— — — 
: e — 


1 N 

[ 

1 
#4 
» 

* 
15 | 
6 
* 
9 
? 
1 
1 
it 
if 
" 
+44 
4 
. 
"a 
in 
0 
i 
iy 

4 
1 
; 4 
N * 


{ * 

64). 
to forbear. - From ſuch a Beginning my 
Reaſons. againſt the Stage have grown to 
the Pitch you now ſee them at. And, Sir, 
it you would but ſeriouſly conſider what 
we are contending about, with the ſame 
Spirit and Impartiality that I have done, I 
am almoſt perſuaded, that at laſt yon would 
bo of my Mind: For oblerve, 


: L Ir i is a very bard Matter to explain a 
Text of Scripture to Demonſtration, eſpeci- 
ally when there are but a few to the ſame 
Purpoſe. Nor is it neceſſary that all the 
Articles of our revealed Religion ſhould be 
ſo many Truths of the ſame Evidence with 
this, All the Angles of a Triangle are 
equal to revo right. GOD, if he thought 
it proper, could eaſily convince the moſt 
obſtinate Minds, and ſet every Truth ot the 
Gos PEL in a Light ſtrong enough to force 
away all Prejudices from before it, as the Sun 
diſpels Darkneſs. But in ſuch a forced and 
violent Conviction on our Part, there would 
be nothing virtuous or commendable. Gop 
will have ſomething Praiſe-worthy and re- 
wardable, even in our Faith and Aﬀent to 
the Do&rines of Revelation. The Aſſent 


to fuch Things i is an Action of the Mind, 
where: 


wherein Candor and Ingenuity have as con- 
fiderable a Part as Clearneſs of Underſtand- | 
ing and Strength of Fon. g G ire] 


Il. Is judging of the 1 of any 
Text of Scripture, Regard muſt always be 
had to the Nature and Importance of the 
Thing ſuppoſed to be or not to be reveal» 
ed: Therefore when the Law ſeems to point 
againſt any Duty of natural Religion, I do 
not think that all the Learning, Language 
and Criticiſm in the World, could convince 
me, that with ſuch a Face, and in ſuch 
a Senſe, it was of divine Inſtitution. And 
if Abraham had had no ſtronger Proof of 
GOD's Command to ſacrifice his Son than 
a Text of Scripture, I cannot think but he 
might have uſed twenty honeſt and com- 
mendable Shifts to have evaded ſuch a 
Senſe of it. And, 


III. Wuxx any Thing appears to be a di- 
vine Command, which obliges me to exp 
pole my Life or Health to great Danger, 
and which puts me into great Troubles and 
Inconveniencies, and Difficulties, and which 
takes from me a great Part of my world- 
ly . wp GON allows me to exa> 


mine 


( 16 ) 
mine- the. Matter narrowly, and to ſatisfy I} ni 
myſelf of the Meaning and Spirit of the i fe: 
Law, before  ſabmit to it as a Rule of E. 


my Life. *, 


IV. Wars the Thing 3 Ti or 
not to be prohibited or commanded, is in 
itſelf indifferent, and the doing or omitting | 
| it: doth neither hurt nor help me much, 
when it doth not wrong me in my Health, 
my Reputation, or in any of the real Com- 
forts and Conveniencies of Life, I freely 
acknowlege, that I make very little Difh- | 
culty to admit any probable Senſe to make 
it a Matter of Command or Prohibition. 
The Nature of the Z hing doth not want 
the greateſt Degree of textual Evidence; 
and it is want of Candor and nn * 
makes us require it. 1 


Tux Application of theſe Rules to the 
Caſe before us, is obvious. The Queſtion 
betwixt you and me is, Whether the Di- 
verſion of the Stage is. forbidden in the Gov 
PEL? I ſuppoſe; Sir, you are neither Actor 
nor Undertakor. You can. ſuſtain no Los- 
of Health, Eſtate or Reputation, in nat at- 
tending Stage-plays. The utmoſt Inconve- 
niency 


( 127 ) 

y niency that can happen upon your Ab- 
e de from thoſe dramatical Occaſions and 
Entertainments, is but to croſs a childifh 

and fond Inclination to one particular Sport. 

And muſt no leſs be ſufficient to prevail 
r upon your Forbearance than the higheſt 
Evidence of a ſcriptural Prohibition? Nay, 
of Sir, if this is the Caſe with you, allow me 
„ to ſay, that you act an unmanly, unreaſo- 
nable, and ſinful Part. It is your Buſineſs, 
„Jas a Chriſtian, to be ſure that your Diver- 
y  fions are all lawful. Not only a Probabg» 
i- Iv, but likewiſe a bare Poſſibility of their 
Unlawfulneſs, ſhould hinder you from tak- 
ing your Pleaſure in them. It is not ſo 
much the Buſineſs of Miniſters to demon- 
ſtrate the Unlawfulneſs of Stage-plays, as it 
is yours to abſtain from them until 
have fatisfied yourlelf that they are alto- - 
zether allowed in the Gosrzt. The Rea- 
je ſons that I have given you, and all that 
on © hath been brought againft the Stage as an 
n nchriſtian Diver ſion, are fo many ſuper- 
* abounding Arguments to diſſnade you from 
or it. And now let me put this Qneſtion to 
oß you, or rather, dear Sir, put it home to 
at · ¶ your on Conſcience, Whether, for a Fro- 
ve: lick, you would venture Twenty Pound up- 
cy on 
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on no better Security than: you have tor 


believing, that your Reaſons for the Stage 


are better than mine againſt it. And if in | 


ſuch a Caſe you think your Money would 
be unſafe, were an equitable and diſcerning 
Judge to determine, then conſider the Dan- 
ger of your Soul. And let me earneſtly be- 

ſeech yon, as my Brother in the Loxp 
 Jzsvs CRRISs r, don't, for a Frolick, break 
through a Law of his. He is our dear 
and amiable Redeemer, and let us love 
and fear and honour him, and keep at a 
Diſtance from every Thing that hath but an 
Appearance of Diſobedience to his holy 
Commandments. :- Pray, expoſe not your- 


ſelf, I may ſay for nothing, to his ſove- 


reign and ſore Diſpleaſure. It is not whe- 
ther you. or I can talk moſt or beſt upon 
the Subject, but which of us aQs the moſt 
Chriſtian, reaſonable, innocent, inoffenſive, 
and prudent Part, with Reſpect to the Di- 
verſion of the Stage, that will be determin- 
ed in the great Day of the LORD. in a 
dying Hour, I am ſure a Review of the 
Time ſpent in theatrical Entertainments, will 
afford you no great Comfort: And it may, 
for al that you think of it now, be the oF 


and 
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thers, have made an Objection a gainſt my 
Explication of thoſe Paſlages 9 Scriptnre 
that I inſt upon AS, a divine [Prohibition of 
Stage-plays,, that. 87 that none 0 the. Fa- 

thers, whether Latin ot Greek, who wrote 
againſt the Stage, have made” 'Uſe. of them 
the ſame Way that Ido; tho, they muſt 


have been better acquainted,” with ;the 


Hegthen Stage, and with the Genius auf 
Nature of:the Langnage than L or, a Mp 


can pretend to be, at this Diſtanee'g f Time⸗ 4 


I anſwer to this, I own, I do got find that 
they did, but to be poſitive, that they did. nt 
aſe and explain theſe Texts,, as J have done, 
would require a Review ot-all. their Works 
But Lam afraid there; is more of Shift 
than, Sincerity by this ObjeRion. , For did 

the Stage put any Vale 
ppon the Authority of theſe Fathers. of the 
Church, they would diſpute the Lawfy]- 
neſs and Chriſtianity of 1 Enter- 


tainment no longer; For all of them as 
Occaſion offer d, condemn it. But if my 
Explication be juſt in itſelf, it is not the leſs 


= - juſt 


* 
„ 


* 


Tak add" nan, only beoauſe none e of chem 


ls mentioned | it. Things have been ound 


out by Accident, that have eſcaped the Ob- 
fervation of many who had better Oppor- 
tunities to have made the Diſcorery, and 
who had made it their Buſineſs to ſearch 
for it. And if there is any Strength in the f 
'Obje&ion, as it is laid, all Men might deſpair 
of explaining the Holy Scriptures with any 


moreAd) Jyantage than hath been done already. 


But 1 have not the Honour of being the 
firſt who hath explained in my Way, the 
two Greek Words, Eutrapelia and Romo, 
which, you think, 1 have miſtaken. And 
in all "ach Matters it ſhall always be a 
greater Satisfaction to me, to have the Au- 
thority of Men of Learning and Judgment 
on my Side of the Queſtion” than to be the 
firſt that ever fell upon the Thought. With- 
out ſurrendering our own private Judgment 
to that of our Superiors in knowledge, a 
Concurrence of other Men's Opinions, bath 
a natural Tendeney to confirm us in our 


on. 
did intend to have added ſome Antho- 
mc . Wan e ths, ©, Stage. „But, 
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as I have been RA ten S already than 
s intended, 1 muſt forbear.* And 1 can the 
more ay” diſpenſe” with them, becauſe 
they have been 15 [aboriouſly and ſo copiouſ- 
ly adduced by others who have wrote up- 
on the Subject, that there is no Place left 
to me'but that of a Tranſcriber; and be- 
cCauſe Authorities are little 16 egarded by the 
Protedtors of the Theatre, "Alt tall lay 
on this Head ls, that the'Stage firſt ft aroſe at 
8 Arhens,” that Sorrater, the wiſeſt Man ' of 
the known Heathen World, declared againſt 
7 1 at leaſt Comedy. And god Reaſon he. 
N ; for by kit he loft his Life. Plato,. 
another Citizen of Athens, did che ſa 
and at laſt ſo did the whole Stare. And all this. 
Time, 1 do not find that it reached any = - 
ther Patts of Gere; at leaſt, for a Jong. 
Time, it made no "confiderable Ap Appearance 
any where. elſe. From Greece it went to 5 
PA with the Grecian Monarchy. It came 
to Rome about the Time the Romans. began” 
to loſe their ancient Honour and Honeſty ; & 


NO). Tei. great and wiſe Men condemned 
. * 

5 We Grecia capta forum N Sole: & artes 7 

5 us enim aræcis A V 5 

tA post Punica belta 1205 — 10 pil 

8 * n X The & AEſchylvs utile ferrent. 
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nion oO 4 were in 
| 35 Cee Diſcipline. Chriſtign 15 
me 


30 rad pos, 4 ot” fam,» 


moully, 1 e the Stage. 


Miniſters 
Netherlands, on all Occaſions give their 


\ 433. * Be 2 lh 4 tf 4 


bers, Ch an Councils, and Chriſtian, 
perry ha las Jag and. f frequently declar- 


ed a e Diverſion of the Theatre, 
en d Pro roche Churches unagi- 
The, Pro- 
rauce once 4 Ch urch conſiſt- 


128 75 


| G5 f 'Two;thouland one hundred: and fifty. 
ongregatipns, in ſeyeralof which there were 
Fhreethauſand Communicants, anna 1571) 


49 121v# 


in 4 Hh at Roc bel, condemned: all Co- 


medieß, Tragediés, Plays; Interludes. Tho 
of- the Gosrir, in the united 


Mony againſt them. Great and learn- 


4 
op Divings of our neighbouring Church of 


Hus land have | deen and ſtill are of the ſame 
Qpigipo,; Our own; Churcb hath: made. it 
af Patt of the Chriſtian: Doctrino. Never 


was there any Thing more, univerſally con- 


demne was immoral, and unchriſtian than 
the. Diverſion. of the Theatre, 1 mak. not 


omit dur Brethren of the Presbyterian Per- 


ſyaſion i in: Em land. They, both Miniſters . 


and People think: Stage · plays ſintul and unt 
lawful.” He that wants Satisfaction in this 


Matter may conſult, among othes, Books, 
. 


— 1 _ 


; 
1 
1 
TH 
W 
I! 
4 


— 
. 


_— — . — 2 
—— - 4 — —— — 
* n — won. 
=: 


SS 22x — > Cn 
— 2 - - ö — ——— — — Z — 
F . . OI ew rr i ron. oo ern nog es ones on 
e ” » —— 


2 
— 2 © — 
a ag 


2+ Avn- x 2h le Dcoibſ 


Lo 
2 2 ES 


* 
; 
att 
id 
a 
40 
41 
2 
4 


14% 3 


- 
r 2 


( 134 ) 
Mr. Prynne s Hiſftrio-maſtix. I pitch up- 


on that Work the rather, becauſe the 4 | 
| thor of the Ancient and modern Stage 
ſuroeyed, allows him tobe a fair Tranſcriber: 
of Authorities. But becauſe I believe it 
may be of Uſe both with ReſpeR to the. 
Stage and other Diverſions, I ſhall give a 
Paſſage concerning them, out of Mr. Baxter's 
Chriftian Directory. The Book is large, 
and, I believe, not in ſo many Hands as it. 
well deſerves to be. Hie ſays (a), © All. 
* theſe Things following are "neceſſary to 
4 the Lawfulneſs of a Sport or Recrea-. 
tion, and the Want of any of them will. 
65. — and prove it to be unlanful," 4 . 


Ae 


8 Tur End which you really intend in 

. 5 ulmg it, muſt be to fit you for your Ser- 
vice to Gov, that is, Either for your C. 
* lings or for his Worſhip, or ſome Work of 
Obedience in which you may pleaſe and 
« glorify him. 1 Cor: x. 31. Whether ye eat 
or drink, or whittever' you do, do all to the 
* Glory f GOD: 2. Therefore the Per- 
e ſon that uſeth it muſt be one that is hear- 
e tily devoted to Gov and his Service, and 
e really loveth to > do his Work and to pleaſe. 


and 
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© and glorify him in the World: Which 


none but the Godly truly do. And there- 
fore no carnal or ungodly Perſon, that 


bath no ſach holy End, can uſe any Re. 


creation lawfully. For the End is eflen- 


tial to the moral Good of any Action: 
And an evil End muſt needs make it 
Evil. Zit i. 5. Unto the Pure all Things 
©'are pure; (that is, all Things not forbid- 
den, ) but unto them that are defiled and 
© unbelieving is nothing pure, but even their 
Mind and Conſcience is defiled. But muſt 

* all wicked Men therefore forbear Recrea- 
© Zjons? Anſ. 1. Wicked Men are ſuch as 
vill not obey GOD's Law if they knew 
it; and therefore they inquire not what 
6 they ſhould do with any Purpoſe ſincerely 
to obey: But if they would obey, that 
6 which GOD commands them, is to for- 
« fake their Wickedneſs and become his 
« Servants ; and then there will be no room 
for the Queſtion, 2. But if they will con- 
© tinne in a ſinful and ungodly State, it is in 


* yainto contrive how they may ſport them- 
« ſelves without Sin. But we may tell them 


* that it the Sport be materially lawful, it 
© is not the Matter they are bound to for- 
. © ſake, but the ſinful End and Manner: 

And 
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( 336 ) 
And till this be reformod, they eanndt but 
: fin. 3. A lawful. Recreation muſt be a 


Means fitly choſen. and uſed to this End. | 


lt it hath not Aptitude to ſit us for GOD's 
© Syrvice'in our ordinary Callings and Duty, 
© it can be to us no lamful Recreation. 
6 © Tho! it be lawful to another that it is a 
„Help to, it is unlawful to us. 4. There 
« © tore all Recreatians are unlawtul. which 
© are themſelves preferred before our Cal- 
7 lings, or which ate uled by a Man that 
„ liveth idly and in no Calling, and hath 
no ordinary Work to make him need them. 


< For theſe are nut fit Means which.exclude | 
our End, inſtead of furtheriog it. 5. There- 
fore all thoſo are unlawful. Sports which. | 


"A 


nA 


are uſed: only to delight a camal Fantaſy, 


and have no higher End than to, pleaſe | 
< the ſickly Mind that loveth them. 6. And 
e therefore all thoſe are unlawful Sports 
which really unfit us for the Duties of our 


Callings and the Service of GOD: Which, 
c laying the Beneſit and Hurt together, do 
© hinder us as much or more than they help 


e us; which is the Caſe. of all voluptuous 


Wantons. 7. All Diverſions are unlaw- 


< ful which take up any Part of the Time 


< which we. ſhould Tau. in greater Wah 
uc 
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: « Sock, are all. thoſe - ale unſea ſonahlẽ 
(as on the Lord' 8 Day without Neceſſity. 
or when, we ſhould be at Prayer or any 
other Duty): And all thoſs that take vp 
f c more Time than the End of a Reexeati⸗ 
a on doth. nęceſſarily reqpire (which is too 
common). r If a Recreation be profane, 4 
© as making;,Sport of Bal, .Zhingss. it:is a bi 
© mocking of: Gop, and a Villany unbeſeems» 
* ing. any of his Creatures, 9. They are 
g unlawfal· Dixerſions which are uſed to the 
Wrong: of others. As Plays that defame 
55 and reproach other Men, and hunting and 
5 hawking; that treads down. poor Men's 
y Corn and Hedges. 10. It 1s ſinful to make "Ki 
Sport of other Mens ſinning, or to act it 
. ourſelves, ſo as to become Partakers ot itz i 
which is too common with Comedian; . 
98 other profane Witi. 11, Unclean; 4 
8 0 obſcene Recreations are unlawful When 1 
r Filthineſs or Wantonneſs is repreſented 
„ © without. a due Expreſſion of its Odiquſ- 
0 * neſs, of with obſcene Words and Actions. 
p 5% >] NA Thoſe Sports are un- 
8 i lawful, which occafion the * of 
1 idle Words about them, and engage Play- 
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: c < Prating, . 13, Thoſe. Sports are ſinful 
h 12 © which 


(Cin 

7 'wh hich plainly tend to provoke ourſelyes 
tor others to ſin, as to Luſt, Swearing, 
15 'Curfing, Railing, Fighting, of the 11 ks, 
c 14. "Thoſe alſo are unlawfal which are the 
4 Exerciſe. .of Covetouſneſs to win other 
Mens Money, or tend to ftit it up in 
* thoſe we play with. 15. Cruel Recreati- 
© ons are, unlawful, as taking Pleaſure in 
þ beholding Duellers, Fj ighters, of any that 
4 Abuſe each, other; or any other 3 
* that needleſſy torment each other. 

Too coſtly Recreation alſo Dae ts 
© When you are but Gob's Stewards, and 
muſt be accountable to bim tor all you 
have; tis fintul to expend it' needleſly on 
Sports. 17. Unneceſſar y Recreations for- 
© bidden by our -lawful Governors are un- 
© lawful. If they were lawful before to 

5 thee, yet now they are not; becauſe 
q 2 King, your Paſtor, your Parents, yout 

© Maſters - have Power to rule and reſtrain 
* you in ſoch I hings; and you muſt obey 


© them. 18. and Laſtly, If you have be 


© Choice of divers Recreations before 

© you muſt choſe the. fitteſt : Ang if” Hot 
© chaſe one that is lefs fit and profitable, 
© when a fitter might be choſen, it is your 
sin; tho' that which you chuſe were'law- 
© tal, if you had no other. 


ws * 
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TY © all theſe 1 add . the band pid 
and scexrate Author, 19, That our Diverſions 
become to us unlawful when they give Of- 
fence to others, or tend to inſnare them to 
Sin. lf ye are ſure of yourſelves that ye 
1 ſin not in your Games and Sports, are you 
© ſure that your Companions do not, that 
C * they, have no Luft or Vanity of Mind at 

Stage · plays. If you fay we are not bound 
0 150 keep other Men from Sin, I anſwer, you 

gare bound to dd your beſt towards it: 
And you are bound not to contribute Wil- 
0 * lingly to their Sins, and to forbear a Thing 

© indifferent to avoid the ſcandalizing and 
7 tempting another. If Paul would never 
5 eat Fleſh while he fived rather than make 

Da weak Brother offend, Rom. xiv. 21. 
G „ ſhould not your 1 110 be 24 to as 


14 


ce 40 Wine, nor any T' 2 a the 

© weak Brother ſtumblet h, or is offended, or 
. made weak. Obj. Then we muſt gioe over 

* our Meat, and Drink, and Cloaths and all. 
Anf. It followeth not that we muſt ſor- 
© ſake our Duty to prevent another Man's 
6 Sin, becauſe we muſt forſake our Pleaſures 
S 2 in 
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* in Things indiffirent. If you knew what 


_ -2Sin/is;7and what it is to ſave or loſe ano- 


6. the 1 Man's Soul, vou would ; not make a 
© Sport: of other Mens Sins, or ſo eaſily con- 


e tribute to their Damnation, and think 


<-your ſenſual Pleaſure a good Excuſe, In 
«ſuch: Caſes (a) Me that are ſtrong ought 


© 20: bear' the Infirmities of the Mea, that 


© is. to compaſſionate them as wer do Chil- 
©. dren in their Weakneſs, and . not to pleaſe 
q to ther urt; Let every. one of 
& ys: pleaſe his 'Nezghbour for his Good to 
Ali ontion, preferring the Edification of 
«another's Soul before the. Pleafure of our 
Bodies; for even''Currsr pleaſed nat bim- 
elfe If Curr loſt his Life to ſave Men 
from Sin, will not you loſe your. Sport for 
it 2. The higher any Man's Reputation is 
for Piety, Virtue and KO ledige, the more 
cautious he ought to be in. His Conduct. 


And you; STR, who make a Profeſſion of 


the Holy Chriſtian Fhith, (and J hope you 
dre ſincere in it) yeu who beſides, lay loin 
to more than ordinaty Learning, you who 


take upon yau to akt the Part of a Divine, 


an Hiſtorian, a Linguiſt and Critick, and to 
ee the Subject of the Frage much 


better than other Men, e you are ſute 


5 that 
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( 143 ) 
that thoſe who generally frequent stage 
plays are all of them of the ſame Mind wih 
yourſelf, and can behave themſelves inot- 
fenſively and innocently while they ſee and 
hear, you ought not to go there at all. Here, 
ſays one, a Man of Piety and profound 
Learning, and one who has ſtudied tlie 
Matter thoroughly, makes no Scruple xo 80 
to a Play-houſez and why should I be mere 
ferupulous chan he? This, vod know; As 


| an All Way of Roaſoning ; for'yout Know- 


” w 2 


another Man 8 Conduct. He certainſy fi Ds, 
and you give occaſion to it. In anvther 
Place my wotthy Author Mr. Baxter hath 
one Reaſon more againſt the Stags which I 
oannot- omit, that is, 205 The beſt that” 
can be ſaid' bf Stäge-plays, i is that they Are 
© tontroverted and of doubtful Lawfulnefs: 
And there are other Diverſions in Abuns' 
dance of undoubted and uncontroverted i 
Lawfulneſs, for the ſame honeſt Ends and 
© Purpoſes : And it is therefore a Sin to do 
er which is douhtful, without Need. 
And ſure the Lawfulneſs of Stage-plays is 
©eontrovetted with a Witneſs, It is not 
ſome hutnourſome, moroſe and melans: 
6: choly Fanatick or Enthuſiaſt that hold the 
IP Ne- 
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Fu * Ne egatioe; but. * whole primitiveChneck, I 


Jon have againſt yon, the Councils aud 
8 Fathers, many antient Laws and Canons, 
* many Papiſts, and theſe remarkable tor 


© their Learning and Sobriety; many Di- 


vines of the Proteſtant Perſwaſion, and 
© whole Churches, particularly the Church 
c of which, I ſuppoſe you are a Member 


"A leaſt. And will you hold to a 12 


aa 


"Br Mr. Baxter's XVII Qualification = a 
Diverſion, you are bound to obey, them that 
watch and work for you in the Loxo, in 
ſuch an indifferent Matter as a particular Di- 
verſion. And your Miniſters, at leaſt all of 


them, within this Presbytery, together with 


the Ruling Elders, haye unanimouſly renew- 
ed their Remonſtrance againſt Stage-Plays. 


I know that many treat this as a contemptible 


way of Reaſoning, and are fo much offended 
with an Advice or Admonition. of their Paſ- 
tors, that they think it a Meanneſs of Spirit: 
a diſparaging their Underſtanding, and a Sur- 
render of their Reaſon, and a Submiſſion to 
be ridden by Priefts at their Pleaſure, to com 


5 It is not now as it hath W 
the 


133). 
the World. When the Laity ſcafce had W 


much Learning ds to be able to write theil 


Names, the Clergy had a brave Occafion to 
impofe their Directions upon them. But now, 
955 think themſelves capable to teach their 
T eachers. The Laity, I acknowledge aro 

many of them well learned, but for ordinary 


their Learning doth not run nch in the Re. 


ligious Way. But fot all their Learning in 


Lato and Phyſick they are well enough dif, 


poſed to conſult Vieh "the Doctor when they 
are Sick, and with the Advocate when they 


have a Lade Suit upon their Hands. A Con... 


cern for their Souls, equal to that for their 


Perſons and Eſtates, would diſpoſe them 
to confult their Miniſters about bat is Sin 
and what is Duty. And ſometimes they do 
but it is juſt when they are going to take their 


Trial for a bleſſed or miſerable Eternity. 


When the Stage made its firſt Appearance : 

in this City, the Miniſters oppoſed it in 
their Station as Miniſters, but not as Magif. 
trates. A Gentleman, who I believe hath 


been oftner than once-idly employed, wrote 


to the Author of the Independent Whig for his 


Aſſi ſtance to ſupport the Play-houſe. That 
Author, knowing that it was to no purpoſe 
to defend the Lawfulneſs of the Stage, took 


his 
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tis uſtal-Method: to run dawn the Migiftry | 
di the Gosres ;.And as Natuxe hath beſtow- | 
art upon him a great Steck of Rudenefss | 
Which he hath improved beyond many his 
— en font to ere he re- 


wa this Church and;the d ot the Minit, 


he treats both with the; greateſt Contempt - 


Ile is ſhallow. in his Renſonings, but exceed- 
ingly Deep-mombed in Scurrility andRailing. | 
And tho he him ſelf is one ofthe worſt breq | 
Writers of the Age, he delights much in ma; | 
xing his Remaxks upon the breeding of others. | 
When hegvrites to the World; he imagines | 
he is teaching Boys in School, and ſcolding | 


them for not Learning their Book. But whe- 
ther the Miniſters of this Church, in their 


Remonſtranęe againſt the Stage, have given | 


him or his Correſpondent here, an Occaſion 


to libel the whole Clergy of the Chriſtian 
World, I appeal to he Admonition and Ex | 


Hbrtation of the Presbytery of e 
dated n 30. 1727. 
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£ © Tax B taking to Wy Conſides 

L ton, chat there is lately come to this City; 
© a Company. of Stage- players, who are ac- 

8 « ting Plays within the Precincts of it, and 
have begun with acting one, which is fill'd 
with horrid Swearing, Obſcenity and Ex- 
« preſſions of a double Meaning, tending di- 

c rely to corrupt the Minds of the Spe&a- 
« tors and to the Practice of the groſſeſt Im- 
© moralities; and there being good Reaſon 
© from a printed Advertiſement of theirs 
© handed about the Town, to expect that the 
c Plays which they ſhall hereafter act will be 
© of the like pernicious Tendency . And it 
< being-evident from long Experience, that 
« it is in vain to expect any ſuch Reformation 
« of the Stage as is conſiſtent with the Chrs/- 


tian Life: The Presbytery judge it their 


Puty, out of Concern for the Glory of GOD, 
* the Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of 
© the Souls committed to their Charge, plain! ty 


© to declare their Sentiments, and to warn © 


c all within their Bounds of the Danger they 
6 incur by encouraging and frequenting theſe 
: Plays. The Stage, as it hath been Mana- 

* ged in all Ages of the Chriſtian World, 
5 hath been ever lookt upon by the Ch riſtian 

Churches 
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Churches of all different Communions, as 
"0 Seminary of Impiety and Vice. Many 


Councils in the early and purer Ages of the 


© Church, conſiſting of great Numbers of 
Members in different Parts of the Chriſtian 
© World (whoſe Determinations are too 
5 large to be here particularly quoted, but 
* may be ſeen in the Collections which have 
been made of them by the learned) have 
condemn'd all Actors of Stage- plays to Ex- 
communication, and diſcharged, under ſe- 


K 


the Chriſtian Communion to be preſent at, 


- or otherways to encourage Stage plays. 
© The larger Catechiſm of the Weſtminſter 


7 Aſſembly, authoriſed by our own General 


Aſſemblies, publickly taught in this Church, 


© does teach us that laſcivious Songs and 


; 7 Stageplays, are Sins forbidden in the Seventh 


Commandment, as being Provocations to 
VUncleanneſs. The Presbytery: ſeriouſly 
* conſidering all thoſe Things, and withal 


« that the Holy Scriptures, the infallible 
< Rule of Faith and Manners, do condemn 


© all Impurity and Vice and every Thing 
© that leads to it, that it commands us to 


« abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and 
0 watch againſt all corrupt Communica- 


a tions 


vere Cenſures, all Proteſſors of both Sexes of | 
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tions, fooliſh Jeſting and Talking, and to 


beware of partaking | of others Mens Sins; 


they do therefore, in the Fear of the Lozp 


warn, exhort and obteſt all within their 
Bounds, as they regard the Glory of Gov, 
the Honour and Intereſt of our Holy Reli- 


gion, and the Salvation of their own Souls, 


and of the Souls of ſuch as are deareſt to 
them, that they ſeriouſly lay to heart the 
Spirit and Genius of our holy Religion, 


and endeavour in their Stations to pro- 


mote, by their Influence and Example, 
the Faith and Practice of it; and for that 
End, to diſcourage theſe Stage-plays, to 
abſtain from attending them themſelves, 
and reſtrain ſuch as depend upon them, 


or are under their Influence, from doing 
ſo: And particularly recommend it to Mi- 


niſters and other Church- Officers to uſe 
all proper Methods with ſuch as may be 
vader Prejudices from Curiofity or mi- 
ſtaken Notions of faſhionable Diverſion, 
to reclaim them from ſuch wrongous Im- 
preſſions and pernicious Inclinations, and 
to keep them from running themſelves | in- 
to ſuch dangerous Snares. And do ear- 


neſtly beſeech Perſons of all Ranks ANC 
e Conditions, that in an Age ſo corrupt an 
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- degenerate, they may, inftead of Contti- 
« biting any Thing to the growing Corrup- 
(tion of it, diſtinguiſh themſelves by clean- 
fing themſelves: trom all Filthineſs of the 
8 Fleſh and Spitit, and by giving all Dili 

© gence to be found of our Logy in Peace, 
* withont Spot and blameleſs. And the 
* Presbytery appoints this to be read from 
all the Pulpits within their Bounds, on 
© Sabbath next, Immediately after Sermon 

© itt the Forenvon, Eutracfed by Nico 
rere Clerk. | ; | 


I believe no Both but the ae 
Whig himſelf would Took upon this Admo- 
nition to be any more than what the Duty 
of Midiſters required at their Hands. If 
they have meddled with Meng Diverſions it 
is only by Way of Exhortation. There's 


no judicious Chriſtian but looks upon the 


preferit Engliſh Stage to be a Seminary of 
Vice, and that Gentleman might have 
found many more proper Occaſions of li- 
belling all the Clergy of the Chriſtian World, 
than this Admonition of the Prechytery of 
Edinburgh to the People under their Mi- 
Pr to abſtain from eee 


Sm, 
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Sm, If 1 dire faid ; RO more this 
was juſt neceſlary to vindicate my Poſtti: 
ons concerning the Lawfulneſs of Stage 
plays from ydur Remarks, I. have done it 
for your Sake, and the Sake ef others 
more chan for my own. The Diverſion 6f 
the Stage I look upon as ſinful and unehris 
ſtian; and though perliaps I have reaſoned 
againſt it with little Sueceſs, yet I have the 
Satisfaction of having done my Duty, and 
of being mere and more confirmed in 
Opinion. My Task is harder than yours. 
I have the Heads and Hearts of People 
againſt me, and you have their Inelinati- 
ons on your Side of the Queſtion. And al 
thoſe who are in Love with'the ſublime 
Sport of the Theatre, will belicve; that you 
have the better of the Argtment, whether 
they underſtand it or not. Whatever Ef. 
fect publick Debates may have upon others; 
they ſeldom or never change the Minds of 
the Diſputants. A certain Sort of Self-love 
begets in us an obſtinate Fondneſs of eve- 
ry Thing we can call our own. It is our 
Property, and we will not part with it. 
Nor would it be altogether ſo bad, if Men 
only retained their own- Opinions. But, 
What is worſe, they frequently acquire a 

mean 


1486) 
Mean Opinion of one another. We * 
no Meaſure for another Man's Judgment, 
but our own, and he that differs from ns, 
is of Neceſſity canſidered as our Inferior in 
that Particular. Many a Time have I been 
made Judge, firſt by one and then by the 
other Diſputant, if ever 1 heard ſuch - 


ſenſe. And, fince I am appriſed of this 


Weakneſs and Partiality of human Nature, 

I chall guard myſelf the more ſtrongly 
againſt all contemptible Thoughts of you. 
1 believe the Subject is new to you, and 
that you have not taken Time ſufficient 
to think upon what you have written. On 
another Occaſion. you may appear, in- my 
Eyes, with more Advantage. And if you 
ſhould think fit to write again upon the 
ſame Subject, you muſt not expect to hear 
from me in haſte. Employment more 
agreeable, and more uſeful than writing 
Controverſy, probably will take up my 
Thoughts, for ſome Time. Mean Time 
let me aſſure you, that I ſhall, with Plea- 
ſure, embrace every Occaſion to ſerve you, 
I heartily wiſh you all ſpiritual and tem- 
poral Proſperity, and earneſtly recommend 
you to GOD, who _ can make you 


wiſe unto Salvation. N 0 
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